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ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА

Текст как система речевого продукта языка представляет собой особую ценность и является одним из основных учебно-методических единиц обучения иностранному языку. Преподавателю необходимо использовать в своей работе содержательные и структурные особенности текста как основы составления студентом собственных речевых высказываний на иностранном языке. В процессе работы с текстом происходит взаимосвязанное обучение чтению и говорению. Каждый их этих видов речевой деятельности используется и как цель, и как средство обучения.

Данное пособие предназначено для студентов четвертого курса всех специализаций колледжа культуры, уже усвоивших основные разделы грамматики: основные формы глагола, времена английского глагола в действительном и страдательном залогах, правила перевода прямой речи в косвенную. Пособие представляет собой сборник коротких остросюжетных рассказов из области искусства, литературы, музыки, истории с послетекстовыми упражнениями, обеспечивающими проверку понимания, дальнейшую информационную переработку текста и порождение собственного высказывания. Планируется достаточно высокая степень проникновения в содержание текста, поэтому текст рекомендуется читать с полным и точным пониманием. В результате, хорошо ориентируясь в тексте, зная его детальное содержание, студент сможет пересказать его и вместе с тем может отойти от текста, используя содержащуюся в нем информацию при составлении своего собственного высказывания.

STORIES FOR READING AND RETELLING
TEA-LEAVES
Many years ago tea was unknown in European countries. Many people didn't even know the word "tea", though drinking tea was very popular in the East.
Once a young sailor came back from India. He was the only son of an old woman and every time he returned to Great Britain from a faraway country, he brought his mother a gift. Of course, he tried to bring her something unusual, that she could show to her friends.
This time he brought her a box of tea. The old woman didn't now anything about tea, but she liked the smell, and invited all her friends to come and try it.
When her guests arrived, she invited them to the dining table. The old woman treated them to cakes and fruit and tea-leaves.
When the sailor entered the room and saw a big plate filled with the tea-leaves, he understood everything. He smiled when he saw his mother's friends eating tea-leaves with butter and salt. They pretended they liked it, but it was clear they didn't enjoy eating the leaves.
"Where is the tea, Mother?" the sailor asked. His mother pointed to the plate in the middle of the table. "No, this is only the leaves of the tea," the sailor said. "Where is the water?"
'The water!" his mother said. "I threw the water away, of course."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
много лет тому назад; даже не знали; на востоке; единственный сын; из далекой страны; что-нибудь необыч​ное; коробка чая; понравился запах; пригласила их; вошел в комнату; понял все; с маслом и солью; не получали удовольствия,  кушая листья;  указала на тарелку;  где вода?
Answer the questions:
1. Where was tea-drinking popular many years ago?
2. What country did a young sailor return from ?
3. What gift did he bring his mother?
4. What did the old woman know about tea?
5. Whom did she invite to her house?
6. What did she treat her friends to?
7. Did they like the tea-leaves?
8. What did her son ask her about?
9.
 Why did his mother throw the water away?
10.
Is the story funny or sad?
Finish the sentences:
1. Tea was unknown in...
2. Drinking tea was popular in...
3. A young sailor came back from...
4. He was the only son...
5. He brought his mother...
6. His mother didn't know anything...
7. She invited her friends to...
8. They ate tea-leaves with...
9. They pretended...
10. The sailor's mother had thrown...
WORD  LIST:
tea-leaves
 листья чая
smell
 запах
to treat           угощать
to  point
 указывать
box
  коробка
sailor
 матрос
unusual
 необычный
to pretend
 притворяться
to invite
 приглашать
 HER WISH TO BECOME YOUNG WAS TOO GREAT

This is a story about an old man and an old woman. They lived near a fine green wood. One summer day the old man went to the wood to pick mushrooms. It was a hot day and the man soon got tired and thirsty, but there was no water in the wood. So he sat down under a tree to rest
Everything around him was so fresh and fine, but he was so old and sad. He wanted to return the days when he was young and fine.
Suddenly he saw a little spring near him. He was very glad as he was very thirsty. He began drinking the water. Soon he felt that he became younger and in a few minutes he was a fine young man again.
He ran home to tell his wife about the spring. When his wife heard the story, she ran to the wood quickly, though she was very old.
It was very late, but the old woman didn't return home. So the old man went to the wood to meet her. When he came up to the spring, he saw a little girl. She was very glad to see him as she did not know how to get home. It was his wife. The man thought, "My wife wanted to become young so much that she drank too much water."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
вблизи чудесного зеленого леса; собирать грибы; вскоре устал; сел под деревом отдохнуть; он был так стар и печален; он хотел вернуть; маленький ручей; он очень хотел пить; стал моложе; побежал домой; когда его жена услыша​ла; было очень поздно; пошел в лес; подошел к ручью; маленькая девочка; как добраться домой; хотела помолодеть так сильно; слишком много воды.
Answer the questions:
1. What is the story about?
2. Where did the old woman and the old man live?
3. Why did the old man go to the wood?
4. What was the weather like on that day?
5. Why did he sit down under a tree?
6. What did he want to return?
7. What happened to the old man after he drank water from
the spring?
8. What did his wife do when she heard the story?
9.
Whom did the old man find near the spring?
10.What did he think?
Finish the sentences:
1. This is a story...
2. They lived near...
3. One summer day the old man went...
4. He got tired and...
5. Suddenly he saw...
6. He was thirsty and he began...
7. He felt...
8. He ran home...
9. His wife wanted to...
10. She ran  …
WORD LIST:
around                      вокруг
suddenly                 вдруг
spring                        ручей
fresh                        свежий
sad                            печальный
   in a few minutes  через несколько минут
to run                       бежать
wood                        лес
A SAD STORY

Three men came to New York for a holiday. They came to a very large hotel and took a room there. Their room was on the forty-fifth floor. In the evening the young men went to the cinema. When the film was over, they went to a restaurant and had supper there. They came back to the hotel very late.
"I am very sorry," said the clerk of the hotel, "but our lifts do not work at night. If you don't want to walk up to your room, you can sleep in the hall."
"No, no," said one of the three men, "no, thank you. We shall walk to our room." Then he said to his friends, "I think I know how to make it easy for us to walk up to the forty-fifth floor. On our way to the room I'll tell you some jokes, then you, Peter, will tell us some interesting stories."
So they began to walk up to their room. At last they came to the thirty-fourth floor. They were very tired by that time and they decided to have a rest. "Well," said Tom, "now it is your turn, Peter. Tell us a story with a sad end."
"I'll tell you a story," said Peter. "It will not be long, but it will be sad enough. Listen. We have left the key to our room in the hall downstairs."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
приехали   в   Нью-Йорк;   сняли   там   комнату;   на   45-м этаже; пошли в кино; поужинали там; очень поздно; служащий  гостиницы; не работают ночью; можете спать в вести​бюле; мы пойдем пешком; по дороге в; расскажете нам; наконец; к тому времени; решили отдохнуть; твоя очередь; достаточно грустная; оставили ключ от нашей комнаты.
Answer the questions:
1. Why did three men come to New York?
2. Where did they take a room?
3. On what floor was the room?
4. Why did they return to the hotel very late?
5. What did the clerk tell them?
6. Why did they have to walk up to their room?
7. On what floor did they decide to have a rest?
8. What story did  Peter tell his friends?
Finish the sentences:

   1. Three men came to...
2. They took a room...
3. In the evening they went...
4. They returned to...
5. The  lifts didn't...
6. They had to...
7. Their room was on...
8. They had a rest on...
9. Peter told them...
WORD  LIST:


to be over           закончиться
it is your turn     ваша очередь
key                            ключ
to decide             решить   
to take a room    снять комнату
at last                 наконец
WHAT HIS  LIFE WAS   WORTH

Robert Burns, the great Scottish poet, loved common people and wrote for them. Though he had little formal education, he was well-read and talented. He began to be recognized as a poet when his first poems were published in 1786. He was known as a very witty man. One day when Burns was walking near the docks, he heard a cry for help. He ran towards the water. At that moment he saw a young sailor jump off a boat that stood near the dock. The sailor began to swim towards the man who was calling for help. Though it was not easy, the sailor saved the man.
The man who was saved from drowning was a very rich merchant. He thanked the brave sailor and gave him a shilling. The sailor was embarrassed.
A large crowd of people gathered round them. All the people considered the sailor to be a hero. They were displeased when the rich man gave the brave sailor a shilling.
Many of the people shouted loudly and protested against it. But the rich merchant did not pay any attention to them.
At the moment Robert Burns approached the crowd and wondered what the matter was. He was told the whole story.
He was not surprised at the behavior of the rich merchant and said:
"Let him alone. The gentleman is the best judge of what his life is worth."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
любил простых людей; начитанный и талантливый; очень остроумный человек; вблизи доков; крик о помощи; в этот момент; молодой матрос; начал плыть; спас человека; очень богатый купец; храбрый моряк; был смущен; вокруг них; были недовольны; громко кричали; не обращал на них внимания; приблизился к толпе; ему рассказали; оставьте его.
Answer the questions:
1. What do you know about Robert Burns?
2. When did he begin to be recognized?
3. Where was he walking when he heard a cry for help?
4. Whom did he see in the water?
5. By whom was the rich merchant saved?
6. How did he thank the sailor?
7. Why was the crowd of people shouting?
8. What did Robert Burns say when he was told the story?
Finish the sentences:
1. Robert Burns was...
2. His first poems were published in...
3. He loved...
4. He was walking near the docks when...
5. A young sailor jumped off the boat and…
6. He saved...
7. The rich merchant gave him...
8. A crowd of people shouted...
9. Robert Burns was told...
10. He said...
 WORD   LIST:
common
witty
docks
to drown
behavior
let him alone
judge
to be worth
to recognize
a cry for help
to save
brave
merchant
crowd

простой
остроумный
доки
тонуть
поведение
отпустите его
судья
стоить
узнавать
крик о помощи
спасать
храбрый
купец
толпа
НЕ NEVER HEARD  HER IN "CARMEN"
Once Mark Twain was invited to the opera. He accepted the invitation. The box where he had a seat belonged to a very rich man. The rich man and his wife were very proud because all their friends saw the famous writer in their own box. During the performance the man and his wife talked all the time. They talked loudly and so much that it was often impossible for Mark Twain to listen to the opera.
Mark Twain was very much annoyed. He liked music and always enjoyed listening to the opera.
He realized that neither the rich man nor his wife understood music and they came to the opera just to show that the famous writer was a friend of theirs.
Mark Twain was very sorry he had accepted their invitation. That was very foolish of him. Still there was no way out. He had to wait until the end.
Towards the end of the performance the rich lady turned to Mark Twain and smiled. She was quite sure that the famous writer had enjoyed the opera. So she invited Mark Twain to listen to another opera. She told him that she and her husband would be happy to see him in their box the following Friday. She added that "Carmen" would be on.
The great writer expressed his gratitude for the invitation and said:
"That'll be fine. I never heard you in   'Carmen'."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
был приглашен в оперу; принял приглашение; ложа, в которой он находился; были очень горды; в их собственной ложе; во время спектакля; невозможно было слушать оперу; был очень раздражен; любил музыку; ни богач, ни его жена; просто показать; было грубо с его стороны; не было выхода; повернулась к Марку Твену; пригласила Марка Твена; в следующую пятницу; она добавила; выразил благо​дарность.
Answer the questions:
1. Where was Mark Twain invited to?
2. Whom did the box belong to?
3. Why were the rich man and his wife proud?
4. Why was it impossible for Mark Twain to listen to the
opera?
5. Why was Mark Twain annoyed?
6. What did the rich lady do towards the end of the
performance?
7. Did she invite M. Twain to listen to another opera?
8. What opera was to be on?
9.
  Did  Mark Twain express his gratitude?
10. What else did he say?
Finish the sentences:
1. Mark Twain was invited...
2. He had a seat in the box which...
3. During the performance...
4. Mark Twain was...
5. He realized...
6. The great writer was sorry...
7. Towards the end of the performance...
8. The rich lady told Mark Twain that...
9. Mark Twain expressed...
10. He added...

 WORD LIST:
box                                           ложа

performance                           представление
to be annoyed                  быть  раздраженным
to accept the invitation      принять  приглашение
impossible                            невозможный
to realize                             осознать
foolish                                     глупый
to smile                             улыбаться
to  add                                  добавлять             
gratitude                              благодарность 
 STORY ABOUT BALZAC
The name of Balzac, the famous French writer, is well known over the world. He is the author of many novels which are translated into almost all European languages. His novels arc translated into Russian, too. They enjoy great popularity.
There are many stories about Balzac, his life and his adventures. But very few people know that Balzac was fond of telling a person's character by his or her handwriting. He was very proud of this ability and often boasted of it among his friends.
Among his friends there was a lady who wanted to play a joke on the famous writer. One day she brought him an exercise-book of a boy. She asked him to tell her what he thought of the boy's character. She also added that the boy was not her son so Balzac should not be afraid to tell the truth.
Balzac was glad to show his ability again and began to study the handwriting. He worked very hard and at last he came to the conclusion that the boy was bad and lazy. He told it to the lady.
The lady smiled and said: "My dear friend, this is a page from your own exercise-book which you used when you were a boy."

Balzac was not surprised to hear it.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
во всем мире; автор многих романов; переведены почти на все европейские языки; пользуются успехом; его при​ключения; мало людей; по его или ее почерку; часто хвастался; подшутить; однажды; она также добавила; расска​зать правду; почерк; в конце концов; пришел к выводу; ленивый; мой дорогой друг; когда ты был мальчиком.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Balzac?
2. Into what languages were his novels translated?
3. What was Balzac fond of?
4. What did he boast of among his friends?
5. Who wanted to play a joke on Balzac?
6. What did she bring him one day?
7. Why was Balzac glad?
8. How did he work?
9. What conclusion did he come to?
10.Whom did that exercise-book belong to?
Finish the sentences:
1. Balzac is...
2. His name is known...
3. His novels were translated into...
4. Balzac was fond of...
5. He was very proud of...
6. A lady wanted to play...
7. She gave Balzac an exercise-book of...
8. She asked Balzac to tell her...
9. Balzac worked hard and came to the conclusion…
10.
The lady smiled and said...
WORD LIST:
handwriting
 почерк
adventure
 приключение
to tell a character
 отгадывать характер
ability
 способность
to boast of smth.
 хвастать чем-либо
to play a joke on  smb.         подшутить  над кем-либо
to add
 добавить
to come to the
 приходить к выводу
conclusion
lazy
 ленивый
own
 собственный
novel
 роман
to be proud of
 гордиться
to be fond of
 очень любить
 THE  EXPERIMENTAL  METHOD
Mr. Jones, a teacher of physics at a boys' school, was fond of the experimental method in physics and often told the boys to use this method as often as possible.
One day Mr. Jones came to school on a new bicycle which he had bought in London. The bicycle had a pair of pneumatic tyres. The pneumatic tyre had just been invented at that time, and none of the pupils had ever seen it.
At the physics lesson the teacher decided to show the pupils the new invention. He took them into the school yard and said: "Now, children, who can tell me what is there inside this tyre that makes it so hard and yet so elastic?"
The boys gathered round the bicycle and examined the tyres.
"Perhaps there is cottonwool inside," said one of them.
"No, I think there must be a lot of steel springs inside," said another.
"You are both wrong," said Mr. Jones. Suddenly the third boy who was standing beside the bicycle cried out, looking very happy: "I know what it is. There's wind inside!"
Mr. Jones smiled and said: "Well, Tommy, that's fine indeed! You are nearly right: there is air inside. But how did you find it out?"
"I used the experimental method," said the boy. "I stuck a nail into the tyre and some wind came out of it."
For the first time in his life Mr. Jones did not like the use of the experimental method.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
преподаватель физики; как можно чаще; который он купил в Лондоне; пара пневматических шин; никто из учеников; новое изобретение; внутри шины; собрались вокруг велосипеда; один из них; много стальных пружин; ты почти прав; как ты это выяснил?; воткнул гвоздь; впервые в жизни.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Mr. Jones?
2. At what school did he teach physics?
3. What method was he fond of?
4. What bicycle did he buy in London?
5. When did the teacher decide to show his pupils the new
invention?
6. Who examined the tyres?
7. Who  used  the experimental  method?
8. How did he do it?
9. Why was  Mr. Jones sorry about it?
Finish the sentences:
1. Mr. Jones was..,
2. He  liked...
3. He told  his pupils...
4. Once he bought...
5. It had a pair of...
6. They had just been...
7. The teacher showed his new bicycle to...
8. He took them  into...
WORD   LIST:
pneumatic

пневматический

tyre

шина
to  invent
                                    изобретать
inside

внутри
elastic

эластичный
cottonwool

вата
spring

пружина
nail

гвоздь
to  stick   (stuck,   stuck)              воткнуть
 HE WAS NOT SURE ABOUT  IT
A rich American went to Paris and bought a picture by a modern artist. He had paid a lot of money for the picture, so he thought the picture was very good. He came to the hotel where he was staying and wanted to hang the picture. To his surprise he could not tell what was the top and what was the bottom.
So he thought of a plan. He hung the picture in the dining-room and invited the artist to dinner. When the artist came, the American did not tell him anything about the picture. When they began to eat their soup, the artist looked at the picture many times. When they began to eat their fish, he put on his glasses and looked at the picture again. When fruit was served, the artist got up and approached the picture to look at it more closely. When they began to drink their coffee, the artist told the American that this picture was upside down.
The American was surprised and wondered why the artist had not told it to him at once.
The artist had to admit that he himself had not been sure about it at first. So the rich American left the picture on the wall as it was. He thought that nobody would notice that it was upside down.

Find the following word combinations in the text:
купил картину современного художника; он думал; при​шел в гостиницу; повесил картину; пригласил художника на обед; ничего не сказал о картине; начали есть суп; посмот​рел на картину снова; подали фрукты; подошел к картине; картина висела наоборот; сразу; вынужден был признать; вначале; оставил картину на стене, как она была.
Answer the questions:
1. Who went to  Paris?
2. What did a rich American buy?
3. How  much did he pay for the picture?
4. Where did he hang the picture?
5. Why couldn't he tell what was the top and what was the
bottom of the picture?
6. What plan did he think of?
7. Did the artist help him?
8. Why did the rich American leave the picture on the wall
as it was?
Finish the following sentences:
1. A rich American...
2. He bought...
3. He paid...
4. When he came to the hotel...
5. To his surprise...
6. He thought of...
7. An artist was invited to...
8. The artist was not quite sure...
9. The rich man left the picture on the wall...
10.   He thought that  nobody...
WORD LIST:
to his surprise       к своему удивлению
upside  down          вверх  ногами

had to admit          вынужден   был  признать

top   (зд.)                 верх

bottom   (зд)           нижняя часть картины

at once                 немедленно
  THE LETTER-BOX  KEY
The summer was very hot. It was very stuffy in town and Stephen Blake decided to go to the seashore for his summer holidays. He booked a railway ticket, packed his things and was about to start for the station when he remembered that he must ask the housekeeper to post him all letters he would receive. She promised to do that.
Stephen Blake rested very well. The weather was fine. The sea was calm. He spent much time on the seashore, got sunburnt and felt fine. The only thing that worried him was the fact that he had not received any letters. He thought it strange and phoned his housekeeper to find out why she didn't post him his letters. The housekeeper answered that she had no key to his letter-box.
Stephen Blake apologized and promised to send her the key. On the same day he put the key into an envelope, wrote down his address on it and posted the letter.
Another month was passing. Stephen Blake had a nice time on the seashore. He swam in the sea, went boating and fishing, but did not receive any letters.
When his summer holidays were over, he returned home. The housekeeper met him very warmly, but Stephen was very angry with her. She could not understand why he was so angry. Stephen Blake asked why she had not sent him his letters.
The poor woman explained to him that she could not get the key as it was in the locked letter-box together with the letters.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
было очень душно; поехать на берег моря; купил же​лезнодорожный билет; и был уже готов отправиться на вокзал; отправлять ему все письма; обещала ему так делать; загорел; хорошо себя чувствовал; позвонил своей экономке; не имела ключа от его почтового ящика; извинился и обещал; положил ключ в конверт; не получал никаких писем;   очень   зол   на   неё;   бедная   женщина   объяснила; запертый  почтовый  ящик.
Answer the questions:
1. Why did Stephen Blake decide to go to the seashore?
2. What did  he ask his housekeeper to do?
3. How did Stephen rest?
4. Where did he spend time?
5. What worried him?
6. Why didn't the housekeeper send him his letters?
7. Where was the key to the letter-box?
8. Wasn't it silly of Stephen to put the key into an envelope?
9. Who was he angry with?
10. Why was he angry with his housekeeper?
Finish the sentences:
 1. Stephen  Blake decided to...
 2. He booked...

 3.His housekeeper promised...
 4. Stephen  Blake rested...
 5. The only thing that worried him...
 6. Phoned his housekeeper...

 7. She told him...
 8.  Blake put the key into an envelope. 

 9. Another month was... but... 

10. Stephen was very angry with... 

11. The housekeeper couldn't post...
WORD LIST
 stuffy                 душный
      to worry          беспокоить
       locked               запертый на ключ
      calm                   спокойный
      strange               странный
      envelope            конверт
LARRY AND HIS FRIEND

Larry had a friend who was in love with a young girl. Once his friend asked him for a favor. He explained to Larry that he wanted his girl to believe that he was very rich and Larry, as he thought, might help him.
He told Larry he would invite the girl to a restaurant. He asked Larry to come to the restaurant at the same time too. He also promised to invite Larry to their table and to introduce him to the girl. The girl's name was Nancy Ferguson. Larry's friend said that he would speak of the things that belonged to him. Larry should interrupt him and explain to the girl how rich his friend was.
Larry agreed to help his friend. At the appointed time he came to the restaurant and saw his friend and Miss Ferguson having lunch. He was invited to their table and introduced to Miss Ferguson. Larry took a seat at their table. Larry's friend began his story: "Last Sunday I was out at my little place in the country..."
Larry interrupted him and told the girl that the little place was a real estate. His friend smiled and went on: "So I was out here at my little house..." Larry interrupted him again and told the girl that it was not a little house, it was a beautiful palace.
His friend smiled again and continued his story: "I called in the maid..."
Larry interrupted his friend and informed Miss Ferguson that his friend had many maids there so he had called one of them.
His friend was very pleased and satisfied with the way Larry behaved. He felt that Miss Ferguson believed that he was very rich. He continued his story and explained to her that he wanted his maid to bring him some hot water, sugar and a little whisky as he got a cold...
At that moment he was interrupted again and Larry told the girl that it was not a cold, it was galloping consumption.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
который был влюблен в..,; объяснил Ларри; в ресторан; в то же самое время; имя девушки; принадлежали ему; прервать его; пришел в ресторан; представлен мисс Фергюсон; настоящее поместье; прекрасный дворец; был очень доволен; продолжал рассказ; простудился.

Answer the questions:
1. Whom was Larry's friend in love with?
2. Why did he want the girl to believe that he was rich?
3. Where did he invite Larry?
4. Did he introduce Larry to his girl?
5. What was the girl's name?
6. How did Larry help his friend?
7. Did Larry tell the girl the truth?
8. Why do you think Larry didn't help his friend?
Finish the sentences:
1. Larry's friend was in love with...
2. Once he asked Larry for...
3. He wanted his girl to believe that...
4. The girl's name was...
5. Larry agreed to...
6. In the restaurant Larry's friend began his story...
7. Larry interrupted him saying that...
8. Larry told the girl that his friend had...
9. He mentioned that his friend had many...
10. In the end Larry interrupted his friend again and said…
WORD LIST:
estate
поместье
palace
дворец
galloping consumption
скоротечная чахотка
at the appointed time
в назначенное время
to  interrupt
прерывать
to be pleased
быть довольным
THE FIRST NIGHT PERFORMANCE

Bernard Shaw, the famous playwright, enjoyed popularity all over the world. His plays were staged not only in Great Britain, but in many other countries too. They have been translated into many languages and in Russia Shaw's plays are staged in many cities and towns.
The most famous play "Pigmalion" has been screened.
Bernard Shaw was a very witty man and he was never afraid to subject himself to criticism. Here is a story which proves it.
It was the first night performance of the B. Shaw's play "Arms and the Man". The house was full and B. Shaw attended the performance too. He sat in the box watching the people in the house.
The play was warmly received by the audience. The scenery was beautiful and the actors played very well. There were many curtain calls and a lot of flowers.
It was clear the play was a success.
Suddenly B. Shaw noticed a young man in the gallery. The man tried to express his feelings. He kept whistling. He wanted to show that he did not like the play.
The face of the young man was not familiar to B. Shaw. The playwright wanted to show the young man that he had seen him. When the performance was over the audience demanded that the author of the play should appear on the stage. Bernard Shaw went to the stage very slowly, waited until the applause had died out, raised his eyes and looked at the young critic in the gallery. Then he said:
"I quite agree with you, sir, but what can we two do against all these people?"
With these words he left the stage.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
знаменитый драматург; были поставлены не только в Великобритании; наиболее известная пьеса; очень остроум​ный человек; подвергаться критике; премьера; сидел в ложе; была тепло принята; много цветов; старался выразить свои чувства; когда спектакль закончился; появиться на сцене; поднял глаза; оставил сцену; пьеса имела успех.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Bernard Shaw?
2. What is his most famous play?
3. Was he afraid to subject himself to criticism?
4. What play was on?
5. Where did B. Shaw sit?
6. How was the play received by the audience?
7. Why did the young man in the gallery keep whistling?
8. What happened when the performance was over?
9. What did B. Shaw say?
Finish the sentences:
1.  Bernard Shaw was...
2.  His plays were...
3.  The most famous play is...
4. В. Shaw was a witty...
5. He was not afraid to...
6. It was the first night performance of...
7. B. Shaw attended...
8. He noticed a man...
9. The man kept whistling because...
10. B. Shaw tried to show him...
11. The play was...
12. After the performance was over,  B. Shaw.
13. He said...
WORD  LIST:
playwright
драматург
to subject smb. to criticism
подвергнуть кого-то критике
scenery
декорации
to whistle
свистеть
face
лицо
to demand
требовать
to be a success
иметь успех
НЕ CAN AFFORD IT

It was the rush hour and Bill was on his way home from London. When he reached Waterloo station, the train was at the platform. Nearly all the carriages were full, but Bill found a seat between two fat ladies in a non-smoking compartment.
When the train was starting off, a man ran down the platform, opened the carriage door and jumped into the compartment. He was wearing a black suit, a black hat and he was carrying a black bag, an umbrella and an evening newspaper. As the compartment was full, he opened the door into the corridor and walked towards the front of the train.
The train stopped at every station. Nearly all the passengers got out, except the two ladies in Bill's compartment. They talked so loudly that Bill went out of the compartment and walked towards the front of the train. Suddenly he saw the man in black again.
He was standing at the open window of a first-class compart​ment. His right hand was holding the communication cord. He was quite alone in the compartment. Before Bill could do anything, the man pulled the cord. The train stopped and Bill fell forward. When he got up, the man had gone. Bill rushed to the window and saw the man in black walking quickly towards a large house in the park. Bill wanted to run after the man, when the guard arrived. The guard wondered who bad pulled the cord. Bill pointed to the man in black who was walking to the big house. Bill thought he was a thief.
The guard looked out of the window. He saw the man in black. He said: "That's Sir Bertram Montague. He sometimes doesn't get out at the station — he pulls the communication cord as the train passes his house. It costs him 25 pounds each time. But he is so rich that he can afford it."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
час пик; по дороге домой; почти все вагоны; нашел место; купе для некурящих; вечерняя газета; кроме двух дам; говорили так громко; человек в черном; бросился к окну; бежать за этим человеком; выглянул в окно; увидел человека в черном; каждый раз; такой богатый; он может себе это позволить.
Answer the questions:
1. Who was on his way home?
2. Where did Bill find a seat?
3. Who ran down the platform when the train was starting off?
4. What was the man wearing?
5. Why did he walk towards the front of the train?
6. Where did Bill find the man in black?
7. What was the man doing?
8. How did the guard explain the behavior of the man in black?
Finish the sentences:
1. It was the rush hour when...
2. When he reached Waterloo station...
3. When the train was starting...
4. He was wearing...
5. The man in black walked towards...
6. Bill found the man in black...
7. His right hand was holding...

8. Before Bill could do anything...

9. The train stopped and Bill...
10. When he got up, the man in black…
11. The guard explained to Bill...
WORD  LIST:
rush hour
час «пик»
communication cord
стоп-кран
carriage
вагон
to carry
нести
towards
по направлению
to  pull
тянуть
A TALKATIVE WOMAN

Once a middle-aged woman felt that she was seriously ill. She decided to consult a physician. She did not know any experien​ced physician in the town and asked a friend of hers to give her a piece of advice. She was given the name of Richard Prime who was a very experienced physician. It was very difficult to make an appointment with Dr. Prime as he had many patients in the town.

Nevertheless the sick woman managed to make an appoin​tment with Dr. Prime and soon he examined her. He listened to all her complaints very attentively, examined her very carefully, made the customary tests but failed to make any diagnosis. He could not say what the matter was.
Meanwhile the sick woman continued to describe her aches and pains. She spoke very loudly and quickly for an hour or so. The physician felt exhausted and thought: "If she were really ill, she would not be able to speak so energetically." He could not tell it to the sick woman, as she might get offended.
An idea came to his mind and he asked the sick woman to show him her tongue. The woman did so obediently. The physician examined the tongue carefully and thought: "How nice it is, when she doesn't talk!"
He could not say it out loud, so he told the sick woman the following words: "Now I know what your trouble is!" The woman looked at the physician with hope and fear. She was afraid that her disease was incurable. At last she said: "I hope my disease is curable, doctor."
The physician smiled and said: ''Quite. Just your tongue needs a long rest." The woman was clever enough to follow the physician's advice and soon she felt much better.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
была серьезно больна; опытный терапевт; дать ей совет; записаться к д-ру Прайму; тем не менее; он ее осмотрел; очень внимательно; не удалось поставить диагноз; между тем; очень громко; в течение почти часа; так энергично; обидеться; пришла в голову мысль; так покорно; сказать вслух; с надеждой и страхом; моя болезнь излечима; доста​точно умна; значительно лучше.
1. Answer the questions:
2. Who felt ill?
3. What did the woman decide to do?
4. Whom did she ask for a piece of advice?
5. What was Richard Prime?
6. Why was it difficult to make an appointment with him?
7. Why couldn't Dr.  Prime make a diagnosis?
8. Why did he feel exhausted?
9. What idea came to his mind?
10. What did he tell the sick woman?
11. Why did she follow the physician's advice?
Finish the sentences:
1. A middle-aged woman felt...
2. She consulted a...
3. He failed to...
4. The woman continued to describe...
5. She spoke so...
6. The physician felt...
7. An idea came...
8. He said...
9. The woman was afraid that...
10. The physician told her...
WORD LIST:
physician
врач-терапевт
customary test
обычные анализы
aches and pains
боли
fear
страх
to  exhaust
утомить
couldn't   help...
не могла не...
TOO WELL

After O.  Henry
Miss Carrington was a famous actress. She began her life in a small village named Cranberry. But that was long ago. Now she was to perform the leading part in a new comedy. A capable young actor Highsmith by name dreamt of being Carington's partner in the new play. He told it to the manager. The manager explained to the young actor that if he wanted to play the part he must persuade Miss Carington to accept him as a partner.
The young actor knew very well that it was the part of a young farmer. The next day he went to Cranberry where he stayed for three days and gathered much information about the life and the people of that small village. Then he returned to town and went to one of the restaurants where actors usually gathered after the performance.
He saw a small party sitting at the table. The star of that party was Miss Carington.
She noticed a poorly dressed man enter the restaurant. He approached the famous actress, greeted her and told her much interesting news about her relatives and friends from Cranberry. The way he spoke made her believe every word he said. She was sure he was a farmer.
In the end he told the famous actress that her mother wanted to see her again before she died. Then he gave her a rose he picked up from a bush in front of her house in Cranberry.
Miss Carington was so touched that she couldn't help crying. She thanked the young man and invited him to see her again at the hotel before he left the city.
The next morning the young actor dressed in the latest fashion went to the hotel. He was sure Miss Carington would agree to take him as partner in the play if he told her everything.
To his surprise he was told that Miss Carington had left for her native village forever.
Highsmith realized that he had acted too well.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
в маленькой деревне; играть главную роль; по имени; мечтал стать; должен уговорить; знал очень хорошо; на следующий день; в течение трех дней; много сведений; возвратился в город; после спектакля; заметила плохо оде​того мужчину; подошел к знаменитой актрисе; то, как он говорил; в конце концов; прежде, чем она умрет; так тронута; по последней моде; к его удивлению; навсегда.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Miss Carington?
2. Where did she begin her life?
3. What was Highsmith?
4. What did he dream of?
5. Why did he go to the village?
6. Where did he meet the actress?
7. Why did she believe every word he said?
8. Why couldn't Miss Carington help crying?
9. Where did the young man go the next morning?
10. Why was he surprised?
Finish the sentences:
1. Miss Carrington was...
2. She began her life in...
3. Highsmith dreamt of...
4. He wanted to play the part of...
5. He went to...
6. When he returned...
7. He greeted...
8. She believed...
9. He was sure...
10. The next morning he went...
WORD LIST:
star

звезда
to pick up

сорвать
bush
куст
to be touched

быть тронутой
in the latest fashion

по последней моде
JIM, THE KILLER

After E. Frank Candlin
Mrs. Blake and her husband arrived at the platform of Victoria station. Suddenly they noticed a tall, heavy man with dark hair, carrying a case and a light overcoat over his arm, His face seemed familiar to Mrs. Blake. But she could not remember where she had seen the man. She wondered whether her husband knew the man. The answer was negative.
Mr. Blake bought his wife a ticket and found her a seat in an empty first-class carriage. He wished his wife a happy journey and left the station.
When the train was starting, the tall, heavy man got into the compartment, put his overcoat and case on the luggage-rack and occupied the seat facing Mrs. Blake.
Mrs. Blake looked at the man and remembered that there were some pictures of a man wanted by the police in the newspaper that day. It was written that the man was a killer. "A jailer who always uses a knife," the paper said.
Meanwhile the man who was reading a newspaper took out a knife out of his pocket, then he took out an apple and began to peel it very slowly. He didn't pay attention to the lady sitting in front of him. Mrs. Blake couldn't tear her eyes from the knife. She was so much frightened that she couldn't speak. She didn't know what to do. Then she remembered that in the newspaper it was stated that a woman had been killed by that man in a train.
At that moment the man finished peeling the apple and put his knife on the seat beside him.
Soon the train began to slow down and stopped. The man stood up. Mrs. Blake didn't doubt that he was the killer, for outside on the platform two policemen were waiting for him.
When he got off the train both policemen greeted him.
"Good morning, Inspector,'1 one of them said. "The Chief Constable is waiting for you at the police station, sir. We have a car outside."
Mrs. Blake took the newspaper from his seat. She saw two pictures on the front page — one of a small man with thin lips and the other of a big, heavy man with dark hair. Under the first picture there were the words "Jack, the killer", under the other "Inspector Thornton of Scotland Yard, in charge of the case".
Mrs. Blake smiled and thought that she should read newspa​pers more carefully.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
приехали на вокзал «Виктория»; заметили высокого муж​чину; на руке; показалось знакомым; не могла вспомнить; она поинтересовалась; отрицательный; счастливого пути; занял место напротив; разыскиваемый полицией; было на​писано; пользуется ножом; так испугана; что делать; закон​чил чистить яблоко; не сомневалась; ждали его; поздорова​лись с ним; более внимательно.
Answer the questions:
1. Who arrived at the platform?
2. Whom did they notice?
3. What did the man look like?
4. Whom did his face seem familiar to?
5. In what carriage did Mrs. Blake have a seat?
6. Where did the tall man have a seat?
7. Why was Mrs. Blake frightened?
8. Why didn't Mrs. Blake doubt that the man was a killer?
9. What pictures did she see on the front page?
10. Why should she read newspapers more carefully?
Finish the sentences:
1. Mrs. Blake and her husband...
2. They noticed...
3. His face seemed...
4. Mrs. Blake had a seat...
5. The man occupied a seat...
6. Mrs.  Blake remembered...
7. She was sure...
8. When the man got off the train...
9. One of them said...
10. Mrs. Blake thought...
WORD LIST
to be frightened
быть испуганной
to doubt
сомневаться
in charge of the case
ведущий следствие
to tear one's eyes
оторвать глаза
to state
утверждать
GEORGE BROWN 

After О. Henry
О. Henry, the famous American humorist, is the author of many short stories. His short stories are very popular all over the world. This is what happened to him one day.
He had an acquaintance whose name was Tripp. He was a young man but he looked forty. He never shaved, his face was pale and he often asked the writer for a dollar, and then spent it on whisky. 
Once Tripp met a young girl in New York. She had never been to the city before. She stopped Tripp and asked him where she could find George Brown. She thought that the first man whom she asked could tell her that.
She also told Tripp that she was going to marry a farmer, named Dodd. But before that she wanted to see George Brown and to have a talk with him. That’s why she had come to New York. She had no money and didn't know where to look for George Brown.
Tripp, who was kind by nature, could not leave the girl alone. He took her to a hotel and left her there. He told everything O. Henry and suggested that they should go and sec the girl whose name was Ada.
Ada and George Brown loved each other dearly. The girl did not want to marry the farmer. She wanted to find George.
Tripp suggested that the writer pay the bill at the hotel where Ada was staying and buy a railway ticket for Ada to get back home.
He said that it would cost the writer three dollars.
He asked for another dollar for himself. He wanted whisky. He added that the writer would be able to write a new short story. It would cost him only four dollars.
Ada was really beautiful. She told them all the details. She and George were in love when the boy was eight and she was five. When George was nineteen, he left for New York. He promised to come back for Ada, but she never saw him again.
On the day George left they cut a cent into two pieces till they met again.
The two men were very sorry for Ada and advised her to go home. They saw her to the station and then went home. When they were going to the bus-stop, Tripp took his cheap watch out of his pocket and the writer saw half of the cent cut in two. George Brown and Tripp were one and the same man.The writer took out a dollar and put into Tripp's hand.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
автор многих коротких рассказов; вот что случилось; выглядел на 40 лет; она остановила Триппа; выйти замуж за фермера; поговорить с ним; вот почему; где искать Джор​джа Брауна; добрый от природы; которую звали Ада; найти Джорджа; чтобы добраться домой; это будет ему стоить; уехал из деревни; обещал вернуться за Адой; посоветовали ей; свои дешевые часы; половина цента; один и тот же человек.
Answer the questions:
1. What happened to George Brown one day?
2. What was Tripp?
3. Whom did he meet in New York? 

4. Whom was the girl looking for?

5. How did Tripp   help   the girl?
6. What was the girl's name?
7. What did Tripp   suggest to O. Henry?
8. What story did Ada tell them?
9. What did the two men advise the girl to do?
10. 10. How did the writer know that Tripp   and George Brown were one and the same man?
Finish the sentences:


WORD LIST:

1. O.  Henry was...
acquaintance
знакомый
2. He had an acquaintance...
to look for
искать
3. Tripp   met a girl...
to find
найти
4. She asked him...
to add
добавить
5. That's why...
by nature
по природе
6. Tripp   took the girl to…
to cost
стоить
7. He told everything to...
to cut
резать
8. He said it would cost...
the same
тот же самый
9. The girl told them...
10. George Brown and Tripp   were...
THE VALUABLE FENCE

After H. A. Smith
The Greggs were coming back from their first trip to Europe. On board the "Queen Elizabeth" they got acquainted with a Frenchman. His English was good and soon they got quite friendly. The Frenchman told the Greggs that he was an artist and his name was Lautisse. He asked to keep it a secret. He did not like publicity.
The Greggs didn't know any artist whose name was Lautisse. So they talked to the ship's librarian and found out that their new friend was the world famous artist whose pictures were very valuable and expensive. The librarian found a book with a Biographical sketch and a photograph. The sketch said that the artist had retired at fifty-three to a villa on the Riviera. He said he would never touch a brush again.
Lautisse was going to spend a month in New York. Mrs. Gregg suggested that he come to their place for the weekend. The artist accepted the invitation and made them promise not to invite any other people to their place and not to speak to him about art.
At the appointed time Lautisse arrived at the Greggs' and they were happy to sec him. Mr. Gregg and his wife did their best to entertain the famous artist, but he did not want to go for a swim or walk in the wood. He wanted to sit and relax.
The next morning Mr. Gregg got up very early as he wanted to paint the fence around the vegetable garden. He took a brush and was about to begin painting when Lautisse approached him. As soon as he saw the brush, he seized it from Mr. Gregg and began painting the fence.
The same day Lautisse started for New York. Some corres​pondents found out about Lautisse's stay in New York. An article was published in one of the newspapers saying:
"Mr. Lautisse has spent all his time in New York except for the weekend at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gregg. He met the Greggs on the ship coming from Europe."
The day after the story appeared, two reporters came to the Greggs' place. They wanted to know everything about the stay of the famous artist at their place. They were shown the fence painted and signed by Lautisse. A long article, headlined "Lau​tisse paints again", was published the next day.
The fence turned out to be a valuable thing. It was sold for a big sum of money. It was taken to a museum. Mr. Gregg could not keep from laughing when he saw his fence in the museum. The fence was not worth it.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
из первой поездки в Европу; на борту "Queen Elizabeth"; подружились; его звали; выяснил, что; очень ценные; уда​лился от дел в 53 года; провести месяц; не говорить с ним об искусстве; сделали все возможное; хотел посидеть и расслабиться; забор вокруг огорода; в тот же день; кроме субботы и воскресенья; пришли в дом Грегов; забор оказал​ся очень ценным; не мог удержаться от смеха.
Answer the questions:
1. From where were the Greggs coming back?
2. With whom did they get acquainted on board the ship?
3. What was Lautisse?
4. Why did Mrs. Gregg invite the man to her house?
5. Who painted the fence around Mr. Gregg's vegetable garden?
6. What article was published in one of the newspapers?
7. Why did two reporters come to the Greggs' place?
8. Why was the fence sold for a large sum of money?
9. Why couldn't Mr. Gregg keep from laughing?
10. Was Lautisse an artist?
Finish the sentences:
1. The Greggs were...
2. They got acquainted with...
3. He told the Greggs that...
4. He asked them to keep...
5. The artist accepted...
6. He didn't want to...
7. When he saw Mr. Gregg...
8. The same day he started for...
9. The fence turned out...
10. It was sold for...
11. Mr. Gregg couldn't keep from...
WORD LIST:
sketch
очерк
fence
забор 
to seize smth. from smb.
выхватить что-либо у кого-либо
to turn  out
оказаться
valuable
ценный
to keep it a secret
держать это в секрете
HIS RICH AUNT After Cyril Hare

Hilary Smith belonged to a good family. His father never failed to mention the fact. Unfortunately, he had some troubles with the bank and was sent off to Australia. He did not like Australia and Australia did not like him. 
Therefore he was eager to return to England. He did not have enough money to book his passage. So he had to wait until his father and his brother died. They fortunately did it at the same time.
He received all the money that belonged to a good family and soon spent it. When all the money had been spent, Hilary could do one of the two things. He could die or work. Neither of these gave him any pleasure. Then he remembered that he had a rich aunt.
She was his father's only sister. Hilary found out her address. The old lady was glad to see her only nephew. Unfortunately, she was seriously ill. The doctor told Hilary that nothing could cure the old lady. Hilary was afraid to remain in the hard world alone. So he chose a moment when his aunt was feeling much better than usual and asked her for details of her will.
The old woman told her nephew that she made a will when she was a young girl. She was very religious and left all her money to some religious people in China. She didn't make any other will.
The next day Hilary found out that when a woman got married, an earlier will lost its value. A new will must be made, the money goes to the nearest relation. His future was safe.
Hilary badly needed money, he owed a lot to shopkeepers, who trusted him because his aunt was rich. It was impossible for Hilary to speak with his aunt about money. She got very bad and got angry when money was mentioned. One morning she told Hilary that she was going to send for her lawyer to make a new will. Hilary was afraid that she wanted to leave all her money to somebody else. So he took a decision. Every night his aunt took some medicine to make her sleep. Hilary decided to double the portion. He could put her to sleep forever.
He put some more medicine into the glass. His aunt took the glass and looked at Hilary. She thanked her nephew and said:
"If I am alive tomorrow, I shall change the will in your favor. If I die tonight, you will get nothing."
She explained to her nephew that she had never been married, so her first will did not lose its value. Hilary tried to take the glass away but the old lady raised it and drank.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
никогда не упускал случая упомянуть; был выслан в Австралию; поэтому; купить билет на пароход; в одно и то же время; вскоре потратил их; имел богатую тетушку; се единственный племянник; выбрал момент; чем обычно; оставила все свои деньги; ближайший родственник; доверял ему; послать за своим адвокатом; принимала лекарство; удвоить порцию; изменю завещание; не потеряла силы (значения); подняла его.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Hilary Smith?
2. Why was he eager to return to England?
3. Who died on the same day?
4. What did  Hilary do when all the money was spent?
5. Why was his aunt glad to sec Hilary?
6. What did she tell her nephew?
7. Why was it impossible for Hilary to speak with his aunt about money?
8. What decision did Hilary take?
9. What did his aunt explain to him?
10. Why did the old lady raise the glass and drink it?
Finish the sentences:
1. Hilary Smith belonged to...
2. He had to wait...
3. When  all the money was spent…
4. He remembered that...
5. The old lady was...
6. Hilary asked her...
7. His aunt informed him...
8. Hilary thought of...
9. He doubled the portion of...
10. His aunt told  him...
11. She raised the glass and...
WORD LIST:
never failed to mention...

никогда не упускал случая упомянуть...
fortunately

к счастью
will

завещание
religious

религиозный
value

ценность, значение
relation

родственник

to double

удвоить
to trust

доверять
HOUSTON

Houston is situated in the south of the USA, not far from the Gulf of Mexico. The population of Houston is about a milion. It is a well-known port in the state of Texas.
If you want to get to Houston from Austin which is the capital of Texas, you may take a plane. The air trip takes four hours.
Houston was named after Sam Houston who was president of Texas and a general.
He was born in 1793 and died in 1863. There is a monument to General Houston in the city. It is 570 feet tall.
Now there is a university of Houston in the city and ten other colleges and universities.
Houston is famous for being a space center. Clear Lake City, the Manned Space Center is situated 22 miles south-east of Houston. The Center controls a lot of manned flights into space.
The city is famous for its places of interest. One of them is the Astrodrome. It has a stadium and a parking area. At the Astrodrome about 45,000 people can watch baseball games and 55,000 people can watch football games. There is a Museum of Fine Arts where one can see art exhibitions of old and modern paintings. Sam Houston Historical Park is a monument to the early history of the city.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
Мексиканский залив; известный порт; если вы хотите; сесть на самолет; четыре часа; был назван в честь...; который был генералом; умер в 1863 году; памятник Хьюстону; еще десять колледжей и университетов; центр космических ис​следований; юго-восточнее Хьюстона; знаменит достопримечательностями; художественные выставки; современные картины.
Answer the questions:
1. What is Houston  famous for?

2. What places of interest are there in Houston? 
3. Where  is  Houston  situated?
4. What is the population of Houston?
5. What is the capital of Texas?
6. How far is Houston from Austin?
7. After whom was Houston named?
8. What was Sam  Houston?
9. When did he live?
Finish the sentences:
1. Houston  is...
2. The population of the city is...
3. Houston was named after...
4. General  Houston lived in...
5. The Manned Space Center controls...
6. The Astrodrome is ...
7. The  Museum of Fine Arts is...
8. Sam  Houston Historical Park is...
WORD LIST:
population
население
to be named after
быть названным в месть
space center
центр космических исследований
flight
полет
manned
с человеком на борту
early history
ранняя история
a parking area
парковая зона
THE INSPECTOR FIRED HIM

Edison, the famous inventor, worked as a telegraph operator when he was a boy of fifteen.
He was on duty from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. and to prove that he was awake he was to give a signal every hour. The signals were made with astonishing exactness. Once an inspector arrived and saw young Edison sleeping in a chair.
The inspector decided to wake him up, but he saw a mechanism on the table near the telegraph instrument. He watched the instrument for some time. When the hand of the clock pointed to the hour, the instrument got busy and one lever threw open the key while the other one sent the signal over the wire.
The inspector got angry, seized the sleeping boy and told him that he was fired.
That is why the first invention made by Edison was never patented.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
знаменитый изобретатель; когда он был мальчиком; дежурил; чтобы доказать, что он не спит; с удивительной точностью; увидел, как Эдисон спит на стуле; наблюдал за прибором некоторое время; разозлился; схватил спящего; уволил его.
Answer the questions: 
1. What was Edison?
2. How old was he when he worked as a telegraph operator?
3. What was he to do when he was on duty?
4. Why did the inspector arrive?
5. What did he see?
6. Who invented the instrument that sent the signal over the wire?
7. Why was the inspector angry?
8. Whom did he seize?
9. What did he tell Edison?
10. Why wasn't Edison's first invention patented?
Finish the sentences:
1. Edison was...
2. When he was fifteen...
3. He was on duty from...
4. He had to send a signal...
5. The signals were made with...
6. When the inspector arrived...
7. The inspector saw...

8. He got angry because...
9. Edison was fired because...
10. His first invention was not patented because...
WORD LIST:
inventor
изобретатель
worked as
работая в качестве
to be on duty
дежурить
to be awake
не спать
he was to give a signal
он должен был подавать сигнал
to prove
доказать
astonishing exactness
удивительная точность
arrive
приехать
to watch
наблюдать
hand
стрелка часов
to point to
показывать на
lever
рычаг
to seize
схватить
to fire
уволить
FENIMORE COOPER

James Fenimore Cooper was born in America in 1789. He graduated from Yale University and entered the Navy in which he remained for three years.
His experience during these three years was of great value to him later as an author. He wrote his first novel which brought him success in 1822. It was called "The Spy". After that he wrote over thirty novels. Fenimore Cooper was a splendid story-teller. His tales are exciting and keep the reader in continual suspense.
Walter Scott influenced Cooper as a writer. He followed Scott's manner of writing and transferred the scene of adventures to America.
The chief characters in his tales are wild  Indians.
James Fenimore Cooper died at the age of 62. It was in 1851. His novels have been translated into many foreign languages. They are a great success with both teenagers and grown-ups.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
родился в; окончил Ельский университет; в течение трех лет; его опыт; в качестве автора; который принес ему успех; после этого; более тридцати романов; блестящий рассказчик; повлиял на Купера; перенес место действия; главные герои; в возрасте 62 лет.
Answer the questions:
1. Where and when was Cooper born?
2. What university did he graduate from?
3. How long did he remain in the Navy?
4. When did he write his first novel? '
5. How many novels did he write?
6. Why are his tales a great success?
7. Who influenced  Fenimore Cooper?
8. In what country did he transfer the scene of adventures?
9. Who are chief characters of his novels?
10. When did F. Cooper die?
Finish the sentences:
1. James Fenimore Cooper was born in...
2. He graduated...
3. He entered the...
4. He wrote his first novel in...
5. After that he wrote...
6. Walter Scott influenced…
7. He transferred...
8. His chief characters are…
9. Cooper died at the age…
10. His novels are a great…
WORD LIST:
to graduate from
окончить высшее учебное заведение
Navy
военно-морской флот
to remain
оставаться
experience
опыт
value
ценность
spy
шпион
novel
роман
splendid
блестящий
story-teller
рассказчик
exciting
увлекательный
continual
постоянный
suspense
напряжение, ожидание
manner
манера
to transfer
переносить
scene
сцена
adventure
приключение
chief
главный
character
герой  
wild
дикий
to die
умирать
at the age of
в возрасте
teenager
подросток
grown-up
взрослый
ROBIN HOOD

The name of Robin Hood is known all over England. He lived in Sherwood Forest. Some people loved him, others were afraid of him. Robin Hood was the best friend of the poor and the worst enemy of the rich.
Among his men there were some children who had lost their parents and homes and had to live in the forest.
One day Robin Hood sent two boys to the city of Nottin​gham. They saw a bill on a wall which ran: "Fifty pounds for Robin Hood". The children hurried to the forest to tell Robin Hood the news.
Robin Hood was a brave man. He decided to see the sheriff. He was sure that the sheriff would give the fifty pounds to him.
Some time later the boys saw an old man who could hardly walk. He asked the children to show him the way to town. The boys helped the old man get to town. The old man laughed and said he was Robin Hood. The boys didn't believe him as he didn't look like Robin Hood.
The old man told the sheriff where Robin Hood was hiding and the sheriff started for the place with his soldiers.
When they came there, they found only the old man there. He greeted the sheriff and asked him for the fifty dollars.
"Where is Robin Hood?" asked the sheriff.
"As soon as you give me the money, you'll see him," answered the old man.
When the sheriff gave him money, the old man took off the wig and everybody saw Robin Hood. His men who were sitting in the trees jumped down and a fight began.
The sheriff and his soldiers got into the hands of Robin Hood and his men. Robin Hood won the battle.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
любили его; боялись его; злейший враг богатых; потеря​ли своих родителей; вынуждены были жить в лесу; на стене; поспешили в лес; рассказать Робин Гуду новости; храбрый человек; некоторое время спустя; едва мог ходить; добраться до города; не верили ему.
Answer the questions:
1. Where did Robin Hood live?
2. Why did many people love him?
3. Who promised fifty pounds for him?
4. Who was the old man?
5. Why did he want to get to town?
6. What did the old man tell the sheriff?
7. Why did the sheriff start for the place where Robin Hood was hiding?
8. Whom did the sheriff see there?
9. Why did the sheriff give fifty pounds to the old man?
10. Who won the battle?
Finish the sentences:
1. Robin Hood lived in...
2. Some people…
3. Others were...
4. Robin  Hood sent two boys...
5. They saw...
6. They hurried to ...
7. The old man told the children...
8. He told the sheriff...
9. The sheriff gave fifty pounds to...
10. Robin  Hood...
WORD LIST:
bill
объявление
to hide (hid, hidden)
скрываться
wig
парик
to win (won, won)
выигрывать
battle
битва, бой, сражение
to jump
прыгать
light
битва, драка, стычка
A STORY THAT MADE DANIEL DEFOE FAMOUS

Daniel Defoe, the great English writer, lived a full and interesting life. He travelled, tried many professions and wrote many books and pamphlets.
In 1712 Defoe met a sailor who told him a very interesting story. Alexander Zelkirk was the sailor's name. He quarreled with his officer and was put ashore on an island off the coast of Chile. For more than four years he had lived quite alone on the island. He was saved by a ship putting in this island for water. When the sailor returned to London, his story became the talk of the town. Several stories about him were printed, read and then forgotten.
Daniel Defoe could not forget the story. The sailor's expe​rience produced a great impression on him and he started writing a story. He chose an island in a different part of the world, changed the name of the main character and created a very interesting book.
As Defoe was a journalist, he was able to make the story seem absolutely true.
His book about Robinson Crusoe was a great success not only in Great Britain but also in many countries of the world. Both children and grown-ups read it with great interest. But the true story of Alexander Zelkirk is practically unknown today.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
прожил интересную жизнь; поменял много профессий; встретил моряка; имя моряка; поссорился с офицером; был высажен на берег; более четырех лет; был спасен, возвратился в Лондон; были напечатаны; не мог забыть; начал писать; изменил имя главного героя; смог сделать историю правдивой.
Answer the questions:
1. Is the name of Daniel Defoe familiar to you?
2. In what century did he live?
3. Whom did he meet in  1712?
4. What was the sailor's name?
5. Why was he put ashore on an island?
6. Where was the island?
7. By whom was he saved?
8. What is the name of Defoe's main character?
9. Have you  read the book?
Finish the sentences:
1. Daniel Defoe was...
2. He lived a...
3. In  1712 he met...
4. The sailor's name was...
5. He quarreled with...
6. He was saved by...
7. D. Defoe changed the name of...
8. His book about...
9. Nobody knows the name of...
WORD LIST:
to create
создавать
putting in (зд.)
зашедший
to print
печатать
full
полный
island
остров
to quarrel
ссориться
ENRICO CARUSO
The famous Italian singer Enrico Caruso sang in many countries of Europe. He visited Russia, France, Germany, Spain and many other countries. Everywhere he was a great success and his name was well known all over the world.
Caruso knew that he was famous, but he liked to repeat the sentence: "No man is so well known as he thinks he is." Once he was invited to the USA to give some concerts. When he was driving to New York, his car broke and he had to stay at a farm-house. Caruso could not repair his car and asked the farmer to help him.
The farmer agreed to do it. While the farmer was repairing the car, Caruso was invited into the house to have a rest.
When the farmer finished the work, he entered the house, too. He informed the great singer that his car was ready and he could drive on. Caruso was very glad to hear it. He paid the farmer for the work and gave him a photo. It was a picture of Enrico Caruso. On the back side of the photo Caruso wrote his name. He thought it would be pleasant for the farmer to have a picture of the famous singer. The farmer took the picture, looked at it very attentively, then he looked at Enrico Caruso. He realized that it was the picture of the man whose car he had repaired.
He wanted to know the name of the man, so he read what was written on the back side of the picture.
After that he cried out: "How lucky I am! You are Robinson Crusoe! I've never dreamed of receiving the greatest traveller in the world in my poor house!"
Find the following word combinations in the text:
во многих странах Европы; пользовался большим успехом; любил повторять; дать несколько концертов; его машина сломалась; не мог починить свою машину; согласился сделать, это; чтобы отдохнуть; закончил свою работу; сообщил великому певцу; он мог продолжать свое путешествие; заплатил фермеру за работу; на обратной стороне фотогра​фии; взял фотографию; хотел знать; прочитал то, что было написано; никогда не мечтал.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Enrico Caruso?
2. What countries did he visit?
3. What sentence did the famous singer like to repeat?
4. What happened to Enrico Caruso when he was driving to New York?
5. Why did he ask the farmer to repair the car?
6. What photo did he give the farmer?
7. What was written on the back side of the picture?
8. Why did the farmer take Enrico Caruso for Robinson Crusoe?
9. Did the farmer know anything about Enrico Caruso?
Finish the sentences:
1. Enrico Caruso was...
2. He visited...
3. His name was well known...
4. He liked to repeat...
5. On the way to New York his car...
6. He asked the farmer...
7. When the car was repaired...
8. The farmer looked at...
9. He thought it was...
WORD LIST:
once
однажды
to inform
сообщать
to repair
чинить
on the back side
на обратной стороне
attentively
внимательно
to cry
кричать
ТHEY FOLLOWED HIS ADVICE

The name of George Bernard Shaw, the famous English playwright, is very popular both in Great Britain and in many other countries. His plays are often staged in various countries. They are always a great success.
B. Shaw is also famous for his gift of wit. There are many stories about B. Shaw in which his gift of wit is demonstrated.
B. Shaw was also brave and honest. He was never afraid to tell the truth.
Here is a story illustrating it.
Once B. Shaw was invited to a party. When he arrived he saw many famous people among the guests. There were many scientists, composers, writers and public figures,
The guests were treated to a very delicious dinner. They talked a lot. Some of them tried to make speeches. The only person who kept silent was B. Shaw. He listened to all those present but he didn't say a word.
Everybody knew that B. Shaw was very good at making short and witty speeches. Therefore he was asked to say something.
He agreed to make a speech and stood up. The guests stopped talking and looked at the famous playwright. He said that among all those present he knew at least twenty well-known men who were corrupt. He added that he could prove it.
Many of the guests expressed their protest and left the party. B. Shaw sent a letter to each of the twenty men. All the letters were alike:
"Everything has come out. Get away quickly." They received the letters and followed B. Shaw's advice.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
знаменитый английский драматург; в различных странах; всегда имеют успех; известен своим юмором; храбрый и честный; не боялся сказать правду; среди гостей; ученые, композиторы; много говорили; единственный человек, ко​торый молчал; все присутствующие; хорошо умел произносить короткие и остроумные речи; по меньшей мере; доказать это; ушли с вечера.
Answer the questions:
1. What is George Bernard Shaw famous for?
2. In what countries are his plays staged?
3. B. Shaw was famous for his gift of wit, wasn't he?
4. Whom did B. Shaw meet at the party?
5. To what were they treated?
6. Who kept silent?
7. Why was B. Shaw asked to say something?
8. What did he say?
9. Why did the guests leave the party?
10. What letters did B. Shaw send?
Finish the sentences:
1. The name of George Shaw is...
2. His plays arc...
3. B. Shaw was famous for...
4. He was brave and...
5. He was invited to...
6. There were...
7. The guests were treated to...
8. Some of them tried...
9. The only person who...
10. B. Shaw was asked to...
11. His speech was...
12. He knew at least...
13. He added...
14. He sent a letter...
WORD LIST:
gift
талант
wit
остроумие
to be good at smth.
уметь делать, что-либо хорошо
to stage
поставить на сцене
scientist
ученый
therefore
поэтому
playwright
драматург
at least
по меньшей мере
to prove
доказать
A LOVER OF MUSIC

A very young girl who was fond of playing the piano found out that among the guests who were invited to dinner would be a young critic whose name was Bernard Shaw. She had never met him before. At that time B. Shaw was not a famous writer yet. She learnt that he liked music and she decided to please him. It took her a lot of time to choose something very beautiful which the young critic might like. At last she made up her mind. She believed he would like it.
Almost all the guests arrived and the young girl was playing the piano when a young man entered the sitting-room. He greeted the host and the hostess and then he was introduced to all the guests as Bernard Shaw.
The girl looked at him with admiration. She continued to play the piano. Bernard Shaw did not pay attention to the young girl and started talking with one of the guests. The young girl felt embarrassed. She wanted to attract Bernard Shaw's attention. She didn't know how to do it. She turned round to him and said loudly: "Excuse me, I've heard that you are fond of music."
"I am," answered Bernard Shaw, "but never mind! Go on playing!"
Find the following word combinations in the text:
любила играть на пианино; были приглашены на обед; молодой критик; в это время; она узнала, что; доставить ему удовольствие; выбрать что-нибудь очень красивое; ре​шилась; почти все гости; хозяин и хозяйка; был представ​лен; с восхищением; не обращал внимания; с одним из гостей; чувствовала себя смущенной; привлечь внимание Б. Шоу; продолжайте играть; не обращайте внимания.
Answer the questions:
1. What did a young girl  find out?
2. Had she met him before?
3. Did she decide to please him?
4. How long did it take her to choose something beautiful?
5. Why did the girl feel embarrassed?
6. What did she want to do?
7. What did the girl say?
8. How did Bernard Shaw react?
Finish the sentences:
1. A very young girl found out...
2. She was fond of...
3. She knew that Bernard Shaw...
4. The girl decided to...
5. Bernard Shaw entered...
6. He did not pay attention to...
7. The young girl felt embarrassed and…
8. She said loudly...
9. Bernard Shaw answered...
WORD  LIST:
to find out
выяснить
witty
остроумный
to attract smb.'s
привлечь чье-либо 
attention
внимание 
to make up one's mind
решиться восхищение
admiration
хозяин, хозяйка
to feel embarrassed
чувствовать себя смущенным
host
хозяин
hostess
хозяйка
to  choose
выбирать
A MISTAKE

Mark Twain was very fond of travelling. He did a lot of travelling and never got tired of it. Once he was travelling in France by train. He was going to visit a small town near Paris. The previous day was very hard, Mark Twain was very tired and sleepy. He was afraid he would miss that town and asked the guard to wake him up before they got to the town.
Soon he fell asleep. When he woke up, the train was in Paris. Mark Twain looked at his watch. It was half past nine. He got very angry. He could not understand why the guard had not woken him up in time.
He went out of the compartment, came up to the guard and asked him why he had not woken him up. The latter looked at Mark Twain for a moment and then told him that he had done his best to keep his promise. When the train was approaching the town Mark Twain was going to visit, the guard woke up an American who did not want to get off the train in that small town. The guard was sure that the American was the very passenger who asked him to wake him up. So he put him off the train instead of Mark Twain. He finished the story with a sentence: "You may be very angry with me, but not so angry as the American whom I put off the train instead of you."
Find the following word combinations in the text:
много путешествовал; поездом; маленький городок вбли​зи Парижа; проехать город; заснул; на свои часы; вовремя; вышел из купе; спросил его; сделал все; что мог; поезд приближался; проводник разбудил какого-то американца; тот самый пассажир; высадил его из поезда; вместо Марка Твена; можете очень злиться на меня.
Answer the questions:
1. Who was fond of travelling?
2. Where was he travelling by train?
3. What town was he going to visit?
4. Why was Mark Twain very tired?
5. What was Mark Twain afraid of?
6. Why did he ask the guard to wake him up?
7. Why did he get angry?
8. What did the guard tell Mark Twain?
9. Why was the guard sure that the American was the very passenger who had asked him to wake him up?
10. Whom did the guard put off the train instead of Mark Twain?
Finish the sentences:
1. Mark Twain did a lot of...
2. Once he was...
3. The previous day was...
4. He asked the guard...
5. When he woke up...
6. He got angry because...
7. He could not understand why...
8. The guard  told  Mark Twain that...
9. He finished his story with a sentence...
WORD LIST:
previous
предыдущий
the very passenger
тот самый пассажир
to miss
опоздать, пропустить, скучать
guard
проводник
latter
последний
promise
обещание
to put off
высадить
JOSEPH HAYDN

Joseph Haydn, the famous Austrian composer, was born in 1732. He began to compose music at an early age. His music was based on folk songs. Slavic melodies played an important part in the works.
When Haydn was quite young, his friend and he decided to play a serenade under the window of a well-known clown, whose name was Bеrnardone Curtz. Haydn composed the music and when everything was ready, they all went to the house where the famous clown lived. They began to play the melody. Curtz liked it so much that he asked who had composed such a nice melody. He was told that the name of the composer was Haydn, Curtz invited the young man to his house, gave him some verses and suggested Haydn should compose an opera.
Joseph Haydn was very much afraid as he had never composed an opera before. Yet he wanted to try.
He worked very hard. Everything went well till he came to the place where there was a storm at sea. The trouble was he had never seen a sea. Curtz could not help him as he had never seen a sea either.
Haydn began to try various kinds of melody but without success. At last he lost his temper, crashed his hands upon the piano and cried out: "Dash the storm!"
Curtz heard it, jumped out of his chair and cried out: "That's it! Go on like that!"
Many years had passed before Haydn's name became famous all over the world.
He composed music to many operas but he could never forget the storm in his first opera. He always laughed when he thought of it.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
известный австрийский композитор; начал сочинять музыку; играли важную роль в его произведениях; известный клоун; все было готово; где жил знаменитый клоун; такая чудесная мелодия; ему сказали; дал ему стихи; хотел попробовать; буря на морс; беда была в том, что; безуспеш​но; вышел из себя; продолжай в том же духе; не мог никогда забыть.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Joseph Haydn?
2. In what year was he born?
3. When did he begin to compose music?
4. Whose name was Bernardone Curtz?
5. What was he?
6. How did he get acquainted with Haydn?
7. Why did the clown ask Haydn to compose an opera?
8. Why was it difficult for Joseph Haydn to imagine a storm at sea?
9. Why couldn't he forget the storm in his first opera?
Finish the sentences:
1. Joseph Haydn was born...
2. He was a...
3. He began to compose music at...
4. His music was based on...
5. When  Haydn was young...
6. Curtz was a...
7. He liked the melody composed by...
8. Haydn was invited to...
9. Curtz asked him to...
10. It was very difficult for Haydn...
11. He could never forget...
WORD LIST:
folk
народный
clown
клоун
verses
стихи
to lose one's temper
выходить  из себя
Dash the storm!
к черту бурю!
That's  it!
Именно так!

go on like that
продолжай так
THEY CAME TO SEE ME OFF

The porter saw three men who arrived at the railway station at about half past nine in the evening. One of them came up to the porter and wondered at what time the next train was to start for London. The porter told the man that the trains for London went every hour.
The three men decided to go and have a drink. They came to the refreshment room and ordered three drinks. A minute or two after ten o'clock they approached the porter and asked him if the 10 o'clock train had gone. The answer was affirmative. Besides the porter added that the next train was due to start at 11 sharp.
The three men returned to the refreshment room for another drink. They missed the 11 o'clock train in the same way. The porter had to warn them that the next train was the last. If they missed it they would have to spend the night at the railway station.
 The twelve o'clock came and the last train was just starting out when the three men came out of the refreshment room running as hard as they could. Two of them managed to get into the carriage just when the train was starting off.
The third man could not run so fast and the train went on leaving him behind. The man stood at the platform watching the train disappear in the distance. The porter who saw all that was very sorry for the man.
When he came up to the man, he saw him laughing. The porter couldn't understand why the man was laughing. He wanted to ask him a question, but at that moment the man said to the porter:
"Did you see those two boys get on the train and leave me behind?"
"Yes, I saw them," answered the porter.
"They came to see me off," explained the man to the porter.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
носильщик увидел; один из них; отправиться в Лондон; каждый час; пришли в буфет; подошли к носильщику; ответ был утвердительный; ровно в 11; таким же образом; предуп​редить их; провести ночь; удалось сесть в вагон; так быстро; пожалел этого человека; они пришли меня проводить.
Answer the questions:
1. At what time did the three men arrive at the railway station?
2. What did one of them ask the porter about?
3. What did the porter answer?
4. Where did the three men go to?
5. Why did they miss the ten o'clock train?
6. Why did they miss the eleven o'clock train?
7. Who managed to get into the carriage of the last train?
8. Why was the man laughing?
9. What did he tell the porter?
Finish the sentences:
1. Three men arrived at the railway station at...
2. One of them asked the porter...
3. The porter explained to him...
4. The three men went to...
5. They missed the 10 o'clock train because...
6. They missed the 11 o'clock train in the...
7. The porter warned them that...
8. Two of the three men managed...
9. The third man could not...
10. The porter was sorry...
11. The man explained to the porter that...
WORD LIST
affirmative
утвердительный
to warn
предупреждать
to wonder
интересоваться
to order
заказать
to approach
подходить
to disappear
исчезать
HENRY HUDSON

About three hundred years ago a brave sailor lived in Great Britain. His name was Henry Hudson. He was not afraid of anything. Many times he sailed in a ship far off the coast of England. He dreamt of crossing the Arctic Ocean. Three times he tried to do so and each time he returned home and told his friends wonderful stories of difficulties he had to go through. Though he had a very small crew, all the three voyages were quite  successful.
The fourth time Henry Hudson left England in a small boat called "The Discovery”. It was a very dangerous voyage. The sea was not calm. The crew consisted of a few men. They had to go through many difficulties before they reached an unknown river and a bay. The river and the bay were named after Henry Hudson. Soon winter came and troubles began. They were hungry and thirsty as they had very little food and fresh water. The bay and the river were covered with ice. They could not get out. The men decided that Henry Hudson was to blame, so they wanted to punish him. They placed Henry Hudson, his little son and those few who were faithful to him in a small boat and let it sail off in an icy sea. The poor people had neither food nor water. They had nobody who could help them. Nobody had ever heard of the little boat and its crew.
The brave discoverer died  tragically  in  the bay he himself discovered,
Find the following word combinations in the text:
примерно 300 лет тому назад; ничего не боялся; много раз; далеко от берегов Англии, пытался это сделать; трудности, которые ему пришлось преодолеть; очень маленькая команда; очень опасное морское путешествие; неизвестная река и залив; были голодными; мало пищи и пресной воды; которые были ему преданы; храбрый первооткрыватель.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Henry Hudson?
2. When did he live?
3. What kind of man was he?
4. What did he dream of?
5. What was the name of a small boat?
6. Why was it a dangerous voyage?
7. How many men did the crew consist of?
8. After whom was an unknown river and a bay named?
9. How was Henry Hudson punished?
10. By whom was he punished?
Finish the sentences:
1. Hudson  lived  in...
2. It was... ago...
3. He dreamt of... The fourth voyage was...
4. He had to go through...
5. He discovered...
6. They were named after...
7. His crew decided to...
8. Henry Hudson and his son were...
WORD LIST:

to go through difficulties
преодолеть трудности
neither… nor
ни … ни
crew
команда
dangerous
опасный
bay
залип
fresh water
пресная вода
to blame
упрекать
was to blame...
был виноват…
faithful
преданный
to discover
открывать
to punish
наказывать
BALZAC AND THE THIEF

The name of the famous French writer Balzac is very popular in many countries. His novels have been translated into many languages and are read all over the world.
Balzac is famous not only as a talented writer. He is also known as a great humorist. His humor is described in many stories. Here is one of them.
It happened at night, when Balzac was lying in bed awake. He couldn't sleep as it was quite light in the room thanks to the moonlight.
Suddenly Balzac heard some noise and soon he saw a man enter his room. He moved very carefully trying not to make any noise. Balzac realized that the stranger was a thief. He understood that the thief was looking for money. He was risking his life in order to find money at night.
Balzac began to laugh very loudly, but the thief did not get frightened and he was brave enough to ask the famous writer why the latter was laughing.
Balzac told the thief that he was very sorry for him. The famous writer had no money and very often could not find a penny in his desk. The thief was very much surprised. He thought that a great writer must have a lot of money. He was disappointed and left the room at once.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
французский писатель; во многих странах; во всем мире; как талантливый писатель; как великий юморист; описан во многих рассказах; это случилось; лежал в постели; лунный свет; какой-то шум; увидел, как какой-то человек вошел в комнату; стараясь не делать шума; искал деньги; ночью; смеяться очень громко; не испугался; был очень удивлен; был разочарован.
Answer the questions:
1. What was Balzac?
2. Into what languages have his novels been translated?
3. Was Balzac a great humorist?
4. Where is his humor described?
5. What was Balzac doing when he heard some noise?
6. Why was he awake?
7. What was the thief looking for?
8. Why was he riskjng his life?
9. What did Balzac begin to do?
10. Why was the thief very much surprised?
Finish the sentences:
1. The name of Balzac...
2. His novels have been...
3. Balzac was known as...
4. There are...
5. Here is...
6. It happened...
7. Balzac was awake because...
8. A thief entered...
9. He was looking for...
10. Balzac didn't have any...
11. He began to...
12. The thief was disappointed because...
WORD LIST:
thief
вор
moonlight

лунный свет
risk one's life

рисковать своей жизнью
to be disappointed

быть разочарованным
noise
шум
stranger

незнакомец
LARRY AND HIS FRIEND

Larry had a friend who was in love with a young girl. Once his friend asked him for a favor. He explained to Larry that he wanted his girl to believe that he was very rich and Larry, as he thought, might help him.
He told Larry he would invite the girl to a restaurant. He asked Larry to come to the restaurant at the same time too. He also promised to invite Larry to their table and to introduce him to the girl. The girl's name was Nancy Ferguson. Larry's friend said that he would speak of things that belonged to him. Larry should interrupt him and explain to the girl how rich his friend was.
Larry agreed to help his friend. At the appointed time he came to the restaurant and saw his friend and Miss Ferguson having lunch. He was invited to their table and introduced to Miss Ferguson. Larry took a seat at their table. Larry's friend began his story; "Last Sunday I was out at my little place in the country..."
Larry interrupted him and told the girl that the little place was a real estate. His friend smiled and went on; "So I was out here at my little house..." Larry interrupted him again and told the girl that it was not a little house, it was a beautiful palace.
His friend smiled again and continued his story; "I called in the maid..."
Larry interrupted his friend and informed Miss Ferguson that his friend had many maids there so he had called one of them.
His friend was very pleased and satisfied with the way Larry behaved. He felt that Miss Ferguson believed that he was very rich. He continued his story and explained to her that he wanted his maid to bring him some hot water, sugar and a little whisky as he got a cold...
At that moment he was interrupted again and Larry told the girl that it was not a cold, it was galloping consumption.
Find the following word combinations in the text:
который был влюблен в...; объяснил Ларри; в ресторан; в то же самое время; имя девушки; принадлежали ему; прервать его; пришел в ресторан; представлен мисс Фергюсон; настоящее поместье; прекрасный дворец; был очень доволен; продолжал рассказ; простудился.
Answer the questions:

1. Whom was Larry's friend in love with?
2. Why did he want the girl to believe that he was rich?
3. Where did he invite Larry?
4. Did he introduce Larry to his girl?
5. What was the girl's name?
6. How did Larry help his friend?
7. Did Larry tell the girl the truth?
8. Why do you think Larry didn't help his friend?
Finish the sentences:
1. Larry's friend was in love with...
2. Once he asked Larry for...
3. He wanted his girl to believe that...
4. The girl's name was...
5. Larry agreed to...
6. In the restaurant Larry's friend began his story...
7. Larry interrupted him saying that...
8. Larry told the girl that his friend had...
9. He mentioned that his friend had many...
10. In the end Larry interrupted his friend again and said...
WORD LIST:
estate
поместье
palace
дворец
galloping  consumption
скоротечная чахотка
at the appointed time
в назначенное время
to interrupt
прерывать
to be pleased
быть довольным
TRAGIC GENEROSITY

It was a lovely morning. The air was fresh. There wasn’t a single cloud in the sky. The sun was shining brightly. The weather was fine.

Martin Clarke who worked for a meat product company was on his way to his office when all of a sudden he remembered that it was his fiancée’s birthday.

His fiancée’s name was Virginia Knight and she was the only daughter of the richest man in the neighborhood. To marry the girl was the dream of many young people in the town. However Virginia fell in love with Martin and when the latter proposed to her she couldn’t but accept his proposal.

Martin was very proud of it and did his best to make Virginia and her father like him. Therefore, he stopped at a florist’s from whom he bought flowers frequently and wrote on his card the following words: “Darling, I’m sending you a rose for each year of your sweet life.” He handed that card to the florist and told him to send twenty-four roses to the address written on the card.

The florist knew the Martin very well because he was a good customer and bought flowers only at his shop. So he wanted to be generous and instead of twenty-four roses he sent thirty-six.

Almost three months had passed before Martin Clarke learned why his engagement ring was returned to him just that evening.

Very soon Virginia Knight got married. Her husband was the owner of the company where Martin worked. 

Find the following word combination in the text:

не было ни единого облачка; по дороге в офис; был день рождения его невесты; единственная дочь самого богатого человека в округе; мечта многих молодых людей; влюбилась в Мартина; когда последний сделал ей предложение; очень этим гордился; у которого он часто покупал цветы; велел ему послать 24 розы; он решил быть щедрым; вместо 24 роз; владелец.

Answer the questions:

1. What was the weather like?

2. Where was Martin Clarke going?

3. Where did he work?

4. What did he remember on his way to his office?

5. What was his fiancee’s name?

6. How old was she?

7. How many roses did Martin decide to send her?

8. How many roses did she receive?

9. Why did the florist send 36 roses to her?
10. Why did she return the engagement ring to Martin? 

Finish the following sentences:     

1. The weather was…

2. Martin Clarke was going…

3. He remembered…

4. He decided to send her…

5. He stopped at a florist where…

6. He wrote on his card…

7. The florist knew Martin and…

8. He sent…

9. When Virginia got 36 roses, she…
10. Almost three months had passed before…

WORDS FOR STUDY:

single
единственный
fiancée
невеста
to fall in love with
влюбиться в…

to propose to
сделать предложение

generous
щедрый
generosity
щедрость
customer
покупатель
instead of
вместо(вместо того, чтобы)

engagement
помолвка
ring
кольцо
owner
владелец
HE WAS NOT SURE ABOUT IT

A rich American went to Paris and bought a picture by a modern artist. He had paid a lot of money for the picture, so he thought the picture was very good. He came to the hotel where he was staying and wanted to hang the picture. To his surprise he could not tell what was the top and what was the bottom.

So he thought of a plan. He hung the picture in the dining-room and invited the artist to dinner. When the artist came, the American did not tell him anything about the picture. When they began to eat their soup, the artist looked at the picture many times. When they began to eat their fish, he put on his glasses and looked at the picture again. When fruit was served, the artist got up and approached the picture to look at it more closely. When they began to drink their coffee, the artist told the American that this picture was upside down.

The American was surprised and wondered why the artist had not told it to him at once.

The artist had to admit that he himself had not been sure about it at first. So the rich American left the picture on the wall as it was. He thought that nobody would notice that it was upside down.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

купил картину современного художника; он думал; пришел в гостиницу; повесил картину; пригласил художника на обед; ничего не сказал о картине; начали есть суп; посмотрел на картину снова; подали фрукты; подошел к картине; картина висела наоборот; сразу; вынужден был признать; вначале; оставил картину на стене; как она была.

Answer the questions:

1. Who went to Paris?

2. What did a rich American buy?

3. How much did he pay for the picture?

4. Why couldn’t he tell what was the top and what was the bottom of the picture?

5. What plan did he think of?

6. Did the artist help him?

7. Why did the rich American leave the picture on the wall as it was?

Finish the following sentences:

1. A rich American …

2. He bought …

3. He paid …

4. When he came to the hotel …

5. To his surprise …

6. He thought of …

7. An artist was invited to …

8. The artist was not quite sure …

9. The rich man left the picture on the wall …

10. He thought that nobody …

WORDS FOR STUDY:

to his surprise
к своему удивлению
upside down
вверх ногами

had to admit
вынужден был признать 
top (зд.)
верх

bottom (зд.)
нижняя часть картины
at once
немедленно
THE LAST LEAF

after  O ’ Henry

Sue and Johnsy were poor artists. They lived in a street where many art people lived. The girls had a studio at the top of a three-story brick house. 

In autumn Johnsy fell ill. It was pneumonia. There were many cases of pneumonia that year. Johnsy lay in bed and looked through the window at the brick wall of the next house.

One morning the doctor invited Sue into the corridor. 

“The girl is seriously ill,” he said, “she has one chance in ten. And that chance is for her to want to live. The little lady thinks that she cannot get well. I promise to do all that I can. You must help me. Make her think not of her illness but of some other things.” 

Sue came back into Johnsy’s room. Johnsy lay with her face towards the window. Sue thought she was asleep and began to draw pictures for a magazine story. Suddenly she heard a low sound. She went quickly to the bed. Johnsy’s eyes were open wide.

“Twelve, eleven, ten,” she counted, “nine, eight, seven.”

Sue looked out of the window. “What is Johncy counting?” She could see only a yard and the brick wall of the next house. An old, old ivy vine climbed up the brick wall. There were only a few leaves on it.

“What is it, dear?” asked Sue.

“Six,” said Johnsy. “Three days ago there were almost a hundred leaves on the ivy vine. Now they are falling faster. There are only five leaves now. When the last leaf falls I must go too. Didn’t the doctor tell you?”

“Oh, I never heard of such nonsense,” said Sue. “What have old ivy leaves to do with your illness? Don’t be silly. Try to take some soup now and let me draw my pictures.”

But Johnsy did not turn her head from the ivy vine.

“No, I don’t want any soup. There are four leaves now. I want to see the last leaf. I know it must fall soon, and then I must die too.”

“Johnsy. dear,” said Sue, “close your eyes and don’t look out of the window. I must finish my pictures by tomorrow and send them. I need the light and cannot draw the curtains down.”

“Can you draw in the other room?” asked Johnsy, coldly. “I want to be near you,” said Sue. Johnsy closed her eyes and lay white and still. “I am tired of waiting, I am tired of thinking,” said she. “I want to go down, down like one of those poor, tired leaves.”

“Try to sleep,” said Sue. “I must call Behrman . I want to ask him to pose for me.”

Old Behram was an artist too. He lived on the ground floor in the same house. He was over sixty. Behram was a failure in art , but he still hoped to paint a masterpiece. Now he painted only advertisements. Sometimes he served as a model to young artists.

Sue found Behrman in his little room. She told him about Johnsy’s illness.

“My friend is very ill and weak,” she said. “She thinks that she must die when the last leaf falls from the ivy vine.”

They  went upstairs. Johnsy was asleep.  Sue drew the curtain down and invited

Behram into the other room. There they looked out of the window. They looked at the ivy vine. Then they looked at each other for a moment but said nothing. it was a cold autumn night, a cold rain began to fall. Behrman, in his old shirt, took his seat to pose for Sue.

When Sue got up the next morning and came up to Johnsy’s bed, Johnsy was not asleep.

“Draw the curtain up,” said Johnsy. “I want to see.” After the haivy rain and the strong wind that blew all night long there was still one leaf on the ivy vine.         

“It is the last leaf,” said Johnsy. “It must fall to-day and I’m going to die at the same time.”

“Dear, dear!” said Sue, “think of me, if you don’t want to think of yourself. What would I do?” But Johnsy did not answer.

The day passed and even in the evening they could see one leaf on the ivy vine.

At night the weather was bad again, a cold wind blew again, and it rained. In the morning the girls looked out of the window. The ivy leaf was still there.

Johnsy lay for a long time and looked at the leaf. Then she said: “I was a bad girl, because I wanted to die. Sue. You may bring me a little soup now and some milk. But first bring me a mirror and help me to sit up. I want to watch you cook.”

An hour later she said, “Sue, some day I hope to paint a beautiful picture.”

The doctor came in the afternoon. In the corridor he said to Sue, “She is much better now, she is getting well. Now I must go downstairs. Behrman, an artist, is seriously ill. Pneumonia too. He is an old weak man. There is no hope for him.”

The next day the doctor said to Sue, “She is out of danger. Good food and care now-that’s all.”

And that afternoon Sue came to  where Johnsy lay.

“I have something to tell you, dear,” she said. “Mr. Behrman died of pneumonia today in the hospital. He was ill only two days. They found him in the morning of the first day in his room seriously ill. His shoes and clothes were wet and very cold. They also found a lamp and a ladder, some brushes and some yellow and green colours. Now look out of the window, dear, at the last ivy leaf on the wall. Didn’t you wonder why it never moved when the wind blew? Ah, dear, it’s Behrman’s masterpiece-he painted it there the night that the last leaf fell.”       

Find the following word combinations in the text:

трехэтажный кирпичный дом; лежала на постели и смотрела в окно; один шанс из десяти; лежала лицом к окну; она не может поправиться; соседний дом; плющ взбирался по кирпичной стене; на нем было несколько листочков; к завтрашнему дню; опустить шторы; я устала ждать; в том же доме; реклама; они посмотрели друг на друга; она подошла к постели; ей гораздо лучше; она поправляется; разве тебе не интересно знать?; ночью; когда упал последний лист.

Answer the questions:

1. Who is the story about?

2. Where did Sue and Johnsy live?

3. What were they?

4. What happened to Johnsy in autumn?

5. Did Johnsy think she could get well?

6. Who was invited to see Johnsy?

7. What did the doctor tell Sue?

8. What climbed up the brick wall of the next house?

9. How many leaves were there on the ivy vine?

10. What was Johnsy counting?

11. What did Johnsy think about while counting the leaves?

12. What did Behrman do?

13. What was his dream?

14. Why did Behrman fall ill?

15. What was the weather like at night when the last leaf fell on the ground?

16. What did Behrman do to save Johnsy?

17. Why did he die?

Finish the sentences:

1. Sue and Johnsy were …

2. They lived in …

3. In autumn Johnsy …

4. The doctor said: “The girl is seriously ill. She has …

5. The little lady thinks …

6. An old ivy vine climbed up …

7. Johnsy was counting …

8. Sue thought when the last leaf fell, she …

9. Old Behrman was ..

10. His dream was …

11. After the heavy rain and the strong wind that blew all night long there was …

12. The doctor came in the afternoon and said to Sue: “ She is …

13. Mr. Behrmen died of …

14. The last leaf was Behrman’s …

15. He painted it the night …

WORDS FOR STUDY:

studio
студия
three-storey
трехэтажный
pneumonia
пневмония
case
случай
to get well
поправиться
ivy vine
плющ
to pose
позировать
to be a failure in art
быть неудачником в искусстве
masterpiece
шедевр
advertisement
реклама
to be out of danger
быть вне опасности
one chance in ten
один шанс из десяти
what have old ivy vines to do with your illness
какое отношение имеют листья старого плюща к твоей болезни?

HOW WE KEPT MOTHER’ S DAY

After Stephen Leacock

I think it is a very good idea to celebrate once a year “Mothers Day.” I don’t wonder that May the eleventh is becoming such a popular holiday in America. So we decided to have a special celebration of Mother’s Day. We thought it a fine idea. We knew how much Mother did for us. 

So we decided to make it a great day, a holiday for all the family and a happy day for our Mother. Father decided to take a holiday from his office, my sister Anne and I stayed at home from college classes, and Mary and my brother will stayed at home from High School.

Our plan was to make the day like any big holiday. So we decided to decorate the house with flowers. We asked mother to arrange the decoration because she always does it on holidays. The two girls wanted to dress in their very best for such a big holiday, and so they both got new hats. Mother trimmed both the hats and they looked fine. Father bought new ties for himself and us boys. We wanted to buy a new hat for Mother too, but she said that she liked her old grey hat better than a new one.

Well, after breakfast we decided to take a car and take Mother for a beautiful drive into the country. Mother is never able to go to the country because she is busy in the house all the time.

But on the very morning of the day, we changed the plan. Father decided to take Mother fishing. Father had a new rod and he said that Mother could use it too.

So everything was ready for the trip. We asked Mother to cut up some sandwiches and make up a sort of lunch in case we got hungry. Mother put it all into a basket, and we were ready to go to the car.

Well, when the car came to the door, we saw that there was no room in it for us all. Father said that he could stay at home. He asked not to pay attention to him. He said that there was a lot of work in the garden that he could do. It was silly to think that he could have any holiday.

Of course we didn’t want to let Father stay at home. Then the two girls, Anne and Marry said that they could stay at home and help the maid to cook. Only it was such a pity to stay at home on such a fine day. As to us boys, we couldn’t cook. 

So in the end we decided that Mother could stay at home and get the dinner. Mother doesn’t like fishing, and also it was a little cold and fresh out of doors, though the sun was bright. Father was afraid that Mother might catch cold. 

So we said goodbye to Mother and drove away. Mother stood and watched us as long as she could see us.

Well, we had a very happy day up among the hills. Father caught a lot of fish. Will and I fish too but we were not so lucky. The two girls met a lot of people that they knew. And there were their friends among them. The girls talked to their friends, and so we all had a good time.

It was quite late when we came back, about seven o’clock in the evening. Mother kept the dinner ready and not for us. Only first she brought towels and soap for Father and cleaned his clothes because they were very dirty after our trip. Then she helped the girls to get ready for dinner. That kept Mother busy for some time.

At last everything was ready and sat down to dinner. The dinner was like on New Year’s Day. Mother got up and down many times during our dinner; she brought things to us and carried the dishes away. At last Father noticed it and said that she must not do it, and he got up and brought walnuts himself. The dinner lasted for a long time, and it was great fun. When it was over all of us wanted to help Mother to wash dishes. But Mother said that she could do it herself, and so we let her because we wanted to please her.

It was quite late when it was all over, and when we all kissed Mother before we went to bed, she said, “It was the happiest day in my life,” and I think there were tears in her eyes.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

Один раз в год; я не удивляюсь;  специально отпраздновать; остались дома и не пошли в среднюю школу;  одеваться в самое лучшее; ей нравилась  ее старая серая шляпа лучше, чем новая; поездка в деревню; приготовить что-то вроде завтрака, в случае если мы проголодаемся; в магазине не было места; обращать внимание на; позволить папе остаться дома; было так жаль; что касается нас; на улице; простудиться; было совсем поздно; подготовиться к обеду; обед был похож на новогодний; наконец; обед доставил большое удовольствие.
Answer the questions:

1. Why did the family decide to have a special celebration of Mother’s Day?           

2. What was their plan to make the day a big holiday?

3. Did Father go to work?

4. Did the children go to the college and high school?

5. What did they ask Mother to do?

6. Why was Mother never able to go to the country?

7. Why did they decide that Mother could stay at home?

8. What did the children and Father do in the country?

9. When did they come back from the country?

10. Did Father and the children enjoy dinner in the evening?

11. Did Mother enjoy the holiday? Why do you think so?

Finish the sentences:

1. It is a very good idea …

2. So we decided to make it a great day, a holiday for …

3. We decided to decorate …

4. We asked Mother to …

5. The two girls wanted … and so they both…
6. Father bought …

7. We wanted to bye …

8. After breakfast we decided …

9. When the car came to the door, we saw …

10. So in the end we decided that Mother …

11. We had a very happy …

12. It was quite late when …

13. Mother kept dinner … 
14. Mother got …

15. Dinner lasted for a long time and …

16. We wanted to help Mother wash the dishes but she said …

WORD LIST:

to dress in their very best
одеться во все самое лучшее
to make up a sort of lunch
приготовить нечто вроде завтрака
in case
в случае, если

to get hungry
проголодаться
room
место
to pay attention to
обращать внимание на
silly
глупо
it was such a pity
было так жаль
as to us
это касается нас

to be afraid
бояться
to catch a cold
простудиться
clothes
одежда
to get ready
приготовиться
to please
угодить
MONDAY MORNING

Monday morning is the worst time of the week for a lot of people, because it’s the end of the weekend and the beginning of another week of work. More things seem to go wrong on Monday morning than on other days.

Jane, a friend of mine, has three young people, who often make her life very difficult, especially on Monday morning. One Monday morning was worse than usual. She wanted to do some baking, so she sent the children into the garden to play. She made her husband’s favourite cake and put it in the even. When she had finished she looked out into the garden and saw David climbing a tree. She wasn’t worried because he had never fallen before. Then she went upstairs to make the beds. When she was upstairs she suddenly heard a brunch break. She looked out quickly and saw David fall to the ground. As she ran downstairs she heard him screaming. His arm was in a funny position and she thought he’d probably broken it! Her neighbour, who had seen David fall and heard him screaming, came to help. Jane asked her to phone the doctor. In half an hour he had come and taken David to hospital. Jane sent her other two children to play next door. As she went into the house she smelt something burning. “Oh, no! The cake!” she cried. It was burnt black. She sat down to have a rest. 

When John came home for lunch he saw his wife sitting there and felt that something was wrong. He also smelt something burning.

“Tell me the worst, “he said. “Well, I’ll tell you the good news first,” Jane, replied. “I made your favourite cake this morning, the house isn’t on fire and two of your children haven’t broken their arms.”

Find the following word combinations in the text:

самое плохое время; дело; не получаться; особенно; испечь что-нибудь; любимый пирог мужа; духовка; выглянула в сад; взбираться на дерево; она не волновалась; раньше; поднялась наверх; заправить постели; услышала, как ломается ветка; в странном положении; вероятно; позвонить врачу; через полчаса; рядом; пирог сгорел; сначала; гореть.

Answer the questions:

1. What is the worst time of the week for a lot of people?

2. How many children does Jane have?

3. Why did she send her children to play in the garden?

4. Was Jane worried when she saw David climbing a tree?

5. Why did she go upstairs?

6. What did she suddenly hear?

7. Why was David screaming?

8. What had happened to David?

9. Who came to help Jane?

10. When did the doctor come?

11. Where did the doctor take David?

12. Where did Jane send her other two children?

13. What did she smell burning?

14. What good news did Jane tell her husband?

Finish the sentences:

1. Monday morning …

2. Jane has …

3. She sent her children to play in the garden because …

4. She made her husband’s …

5. She wasn’t worried when she saw …  because she …

6. She went upstairs to …

7. Suddenly she heard  …

8. David was screaming because he …

9. Her neighbour came in …

10. He took David to …

11. Jane sent her other two children …

12. As she went into the house she smelt …

13. When her husband came home for lunch Jane told him …

WORD LIST:

thing
вещь, дело
to be worried
волноваться
to go wrong
не получаться
to go upstairs
подниматься наверх (на второй этаж)

to seem
казаться
in a funny position
в странном положении
especially
особенно
neighbour
сосед (ка)

to do some baking
испечь что-нибудь
in half an hour
через полчаса
oven
печь, духовка
next door
рядом
to climb a tree
взбираться на дерево
smell
почувствовать (носом)

IT’S ONLY ME

After her husband had gone to work, Mrs. Richards sent her children to school and went upstairs to her bedroom. She was too excited to do any housework that morning, for in the evening she would be going to a fancy dress party with her husband. She intended to dress up as a ghost and as she had made her costume the night before, she was impatient to try it on. Though the costume consisted only of a sheet, it was very effective. After putting it on, Mrs. Richards went downstairs. She wanted to find out whether it would be comfortable to wear.

Just as Mrs. Richards was entering the dining-room, there was a knock on the front door. She knew that it must be a baker. She had told him to come straight in and to leave the bread on the kitchen table. Not wanting to frighten the poor man, Mrs. Richards quickly hid in the small store-room under the stairs. She heard the front door open and heavy footsteps in the hall. Suddenly the door of the store-room was opened and a man entered. Mrs. Richards realized that it must be the man from the Electricity Board who had come to read the meter. She tried to explain the situation, saying “It’s only me,” but it was too late. The man let out a cry and jumped back several paces. When Mrs. Richards walked towards him, he fled, slamming the door behind him. 

Find the following word combinations in the text:

слишком взволнованный; слишком поздно; так как; бал-маскарад; одеться привидением; накануне ночью; ей не терпелось примерить его; хотя; надев его; спуститься вниз (на первый этаж); узнать; парадная дверь; булочник; кладовка; она попыталась объяснить; вскрикнул; прыгнуть назад; энергосбыт; снять показания со счетчика.

Answer the questions:

1. Where did Mrs. Richards go after her husband and her children had left?

2. Why didn’t she do any housework that morning?

3. How did she intend to dress up?

4. Had she made her costume already?

5. When did she make it?

6. What did the costume consist of?

7. Why was she impatient to try it on?

8. Where was she going when somebody knocked at the door?

9. Who did she think it was?

10. Who really was it?

11. What did she tell the man?

12. Where did she hide and why?

13. What did she hear?

14. Who suddenly opened the store-room door?

15.   What did the man do when he saw her?

16. Why did he flee?

Finish the sentences:

1. After her husband and her children had left Mrs. Richards …

2. She didn’t do any housework that morning because …

3. She intended to dress up as …

4. She had made her costume …

5. It consisted of … and was …

6. She was impatient to try it on to find out whether …

7. She was entering the dining-room when she heard …

8. She thought it was …

9. She told him …

10. Mrs. Richards hid in the …

11. She heard …

12. It was the man …

13. When the man saw her he …

14. He fled because …

WORD LIST:
too excited
слишком взволнованный
store-room
кладовка
a fancy dress party
бал-маскарад
Electricity Board
энергосбыт
ghost
привидение
to read the meter
снять показания со счетчика

impatient
нетерпеливый
to let out a cry
вскрикнуть
to try on
примерять
to flee
убегать, спасаться бегством

to put on
надевать
to find out
узнать
to fail
не суметь
A GOOD LESSON

One day a well-known singer was invited to the house of a rich lady to sing to her guests at a dinner-party. But instead of inviting the singer to dine with her guests, the lady ordered dinner for him in the servants’ room. The singer said nothing. He dined well and after dinner said to the servants: “Now, my good friends, I am going to sing to you.”

The servants were awfully glad to have a chance to hear the great singer. He sang a good many beautiful songs and the servants enjoyed listening to him.

Later, the lady sent one of the servants to bring the singer up to the drawing-room, where all her guests were waiting for him.

“But I cannot sing twice in one evening, Madam, “said the singer to the lady when she met him at the door leading into the drawing-room.

“What do you mean?”

“I mean I have already sung for about ah hour to your servants, Madam,” answered the singer. “It was a pity you were not there, for I always sing to the people with whom I dine.”

And with these words he left the house.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

хорошо известный певец; на званом ужине; вместо того, чтобы пригласить певца; пообедать с ее гостями; в комнате для прислуги; певец ничего не сказал; я собираюсь петь для вас; иметь шанс; слугам было приятно слушать его; где гости ждали его; два раза; что вы имеете ввиду?; было жаль; так как; он ушел из дома.

Answer the questions:

1. Who was invited to the house of a rich lady?

2. Why was he invited?

3. Where did the lady order dinner for him?

4. Did the singer say anything?

5. What did he do after dinner?

6. The servants were glad to have a chance to listen to the great singer, weren’t they?

7. What did the lady do after dinner?

8. What did the singer tell her at the door leading to the drawing-room?

9. With what words did he leave the house?

Finish the following sentences:

1. A well-known singer was invited to…

2. He was invited to…

3. The lady ordered dinner for him in…

4. The singer said…

5. After dinner he sang…

6. The servants were glad to…

7. Later the lady sent…

8. At the door leading to the drawing-room the singer told the lady that…

9. He left the house with the words…

WORD LIST:

well-known
хорошо известный

guest
гость

instead of
вместо того, чтобы

dinner party
званый ужин
to order
заказать
servant
слуга
to dine
обедать
a good many
много
drawing-room
гостиная
to wait for
ждать
it was a pity
было жаль
for
так как
SHOES, PLEASE

When the 12.26 train from Cambridge arrived in London and all the people got out, fifty of them hadn’t got any shoes on their feet. With red faces they hurried along the platform to where a hundred shoes, men’s, women’s and children’s, were already waiting. How did they lose them? One of the people, a man with his shoes in his hand, explained.

“We were travelling on the train from Cambridge to London when three young men in white coats came into our compartment with important papers from the government. They gave us a paper to look at. Then they explained that a disease was killing all the chickens near Cambridge and the government wanted to stop it. They asked for our shoes and of course, we all gave them at once. One of the young men took them along the train to wash them,” said the tall man, looking at his shoes, “and for the rest of the journey we sat with our feet on newspapers because the floor was dirty. We arrived in London before he brought them back.”

But there was something he and all the people on the train didn’t know. The young men weren’t from the government. They were only students from Cambridge University. And there was no disease. It was all a joke. When the train left Cambridge, the students walked along the train asking for shoes. When they had about two hundred they started to give them back. But the train arrived in London and they had a hundred shoes left. So they put them on the platform for the people to find.

This happened during the students’ “rag week”. At English universities the students study all the year but one week during the year they keep for jokes. Often people give them money for their jokes and they put all the money together and give it to charity. There was no money for this joke. But of course everybody laughed when they heard what had happened to their shoes.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

все люди вышли; у них не было обуви на ногах; они бежали по платформе; как они потеряли их?; мы ехали в поезде; вошли в наше купе; с важными документами от правительства; болезнь убивала всех цыплят; они попросили нашу обувь; остальная часть путешествия; раньше, чем он вернул их; у них осталось сто туфель; неделя шуток; когда они услышали; что случилось с их туфлями.

Answer the questions:

1. How many people arrived in London from Cambridge without any shoes?

2. Where did they hurry?
3. Who came into their compartment when they were traveling on the train?
4. What did the young men in white coats ask them for?
5. What did the young men explain they wanted the shoes for?
6. How did the passengers continue the rest of the journey?
7. How many shoes did the young men collect?
8. Could they give all the shoes back before the train arrived in London?
9. Why did the young men take the shoes?
10. Where did they put the shoes?
11. Were the young men from the government?
12. Was it all a joke?
13. What do the students at English universities keep one week of the year for?
14. How do the students spend the money they get for their jokes?

Finish the following sentences:

1. When all the people got out of the Cambridge train, they hadn’t …

2. With red faces they hurried …

3. When they were traveling on the train three young men …

4. They explained that …

5. They asked for the shoes to …

6. For the rest of the journey the people sat with their feet …

7. The students couldn’t give all the shoes back because …

8. They put the shoes on the platform for …

9. The young men were not from …

10. At English universities students keep …

11. Often people give them …

12. They put all the money together and …

WORD LIST:

to arrive
прибывать
to get out
выходить
to have got
иметь
white coat
белый халат
compartment
купе
papers
документы
disease
болезнь
of course
конечно
at once
сразу

the rest of
остальной

rag week
неделя для шуток в английских университетах

charity
благотворительные цели

A FISH BONE
One day a party of Americans were having dinner at the Ritz Hotel in London. When fish was served some of them began telling interesting stories about finding jewels inside fish.

An old man who had been quietly listening all the time and saying very little at last remarked: “I have heard all your stories, now I shall tell you one.”

“When I was young,” he went on, “I worked for a big firm in New York, and as it always happens to young men I fell in love with a girl and very soon became engaged. About two months before our marriage I was suddenly sent to England on business. Because I had a lot of business there, I stayed in England somewhat longer than I had expected, but just before going home I bought a beautiful diamond ring and wished to give it to the girl I was going to marry. One morning, when on board the liner crossing the Atlantic, I was looking through an American paper which somebody had given me and saw an announcement of the girl’s marriage to another man. I got so angry that I threw the ring overboard. A few days later I was dining at a restaurant in New York. Fish was served and, while eating it, I felt something hard between my teeth, and what do you think it was?”

“The diamond!” exclaimed several of the Americans.

“No,” said the old man. “It was the fish bone.”

Find the following word combinations in the text:

однажды; группа американцев; когда подали рыбу; начали рассказывать истории; наконец; продолжал он; и как это всегда случается с; и очень скоро обручился; меня внезапно отправили; в командировку; немного дольше, чем я ожидал; прежде чем поехать домой; кольцо с бриллиантом; девушка, на которой я собирался жениться; на борту лайнера; я просматривал газету; объявление; я так рассердился, что; я почувствовал что-то твердое между зубами.

Answer the questions:

1. Where were a party of Americans having dinner one day?

2. What did some of them begin telling?

3. What did an old man remark?

4. Where did he work when he was young?

5. What happened to him?

6. Where was he suddenly sent two months before their marriage?

7. How long did he stay in England?

8. What did he buy for his girl?

9. How was he going to get from England to New York?

10. What was he doing one morning on board the liner?

11. Why did he get angry?

12. Why did he throw the ring overboard?

13. What was he doing in New York a few days later?

14. What was served?

15. What did he feel while eating the fish?

16. What was it?

17. What did the Americans expect him to say?

Finish the following sentences:

1. One day a party of Americans …

2. When fish was served they began …

3. An old man remarked …

4. When he was young …

5. As it always happens to young men he …

6. Suddenly he was …

7. He stayed there a little longer than …

8. Before going home he bought …

9. He was returning to New York by …

10. One morning on board the liner he was …

11. He saw an announcement of …

12. He got so angry that …

13. When he was dining in New York a few days later fish …

14. While eating the fish he …

15. It was …

16. The Americans expected him to say that …

WORD LIST:

a party of Americans
группа американцев
to serve
подавать
jewels
драгоценности
at last
наконец
to remark
заметить
to go on
продолжать
to become engaged
обручиться
on business
в командировку
diamond
бриллиант
on board the liner
на борту лайнера
to get angry
рассердиться
an announcement
объявление
overboard
за борт
to exclaim
воскликнуть
A STORY ABOUT MARK TWAIN

While in France, Mark Twain once travelled by train to the city of Dijon. He was tired and wished to sleep. So he asked the conductor to wake him up and put him off the train when they reached Dijon.

“I shall probably protest,” he told to the conductor, “but do not pay attention to that. Put me off the train anyway “

 Mark Twain went to sleep. When he woke up it was night and the train was in Paris. He realized at once that the conductor had forgotten to wake him up at Dijon. He got very angry.

“I have never been so angry in all my life,” Mark Twain told to the conductor.

The conductor replied: “But you are not half so angry as the American whom I put off the train at Dijon.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

находясь во Франции; он устал; разбудить его; высадить его из поезда; не обращайте на это внимания; в любом случае; он проснулся; он понял; сразу; забыл разбудить его; он рассердился; наполовину не такой сердитый.

Answer the questions:

1. Where did Mark Twain once travel while in France?

2. Was he cheerful?

3. What did he ask the conductor to do for him?

4. What was the time when he woke up?

5. Was the train in Dijon?

6. Why did he get angry?

7. What did Mark Twain tell the conductor?

8. What was the conductor’s answer?

Finish the following sentences:

1. While in France Mark Twain travelled to …

2. He was tired and …

3. So he asked the conductor to …

4. He also asked him not to …

5. When Mark Twain woke up …

6. The conductor had forgotten to …

7. Mark Twain got …

8. He told the conductor that he had …

9. The conductor replied that Mark Twain was not …

WORD LIST:

while in France
находясь во Франции

to wake up
разбудить, проснуться

to put off
высадить из
to pay attention to
обращать внимание на
anyway
в любом случае
to realize
понимать
to get angry
рассердиться
to reply
ответить
not half so angry
наполовину не такой сердитый

A FABLE BY AESOP

Here is a fable about a monkey who had good intentions but who did a very silly thing. Many people are like this monkey. They mean well and have the best of intentions, but because they do things quickly without thinking, they do harm instead of doing good. Such friends are worse than enemies.

There was once an old man living in an Eastern country, who had a monkey. He was very fond of it. This monkey was very useful because he could frighten the birds from eating the fruit.

One hot afternoon in the summer, the man was asleep in his chair. The kind monkey sat by his side to keep the flies away from his face. One fly came and stood on the end of the man’s nose; the monkey quickly sent it off. Then the fly flew to the man’s nose again and the monkey sent it off again. Then once more the fly came back. This made the monkey so angry that he picked up a large and heavy stone and threw it at the fly. The stone killed the fly, but it was thrown with such force that it broke the man’s nose.

Find the following word combinations in the text:

басня; хорошие намерения; глупость; люди похожи на обезьян; иметь ввиду хорошее; приносить вред; не думал; вместо того, чтобы; делать добро; хуже, чем; полезный; отпугивать птиц; сидела у него сбоку; муха; отгонять мух; еще раз; обезьяна так рассердилась, что; бросила камень в муху.

Answer the questions:

1. Who is the author of this fable?

2. What is the fable about?

3. What kind of monkey is it?

4. What are many people like?

5. Why do many people do harm instead of doing good?

6. Are such people better than enemies?

7. What was the man doing one hot summer afternoon?

8. Why did the monkey sit by his side?

9. How many times did a fly come to the man’s nose?

10. How many times did the monkey send the fly off?

11. What did the monkey do when the fly came the third time?

12. What good and harm did the monkey do?

Finish the following sentences:

1. The author of this fable is …

2. The fable is about …

3. The monkey had good intentions but …

4. Many people are like …

5. Many people do harm instead of … because …

6. Such people are worse …

7. One hot summer afternoon the man …

8. The monkey sat by his side to …

9. Three times the fly …

10. The monkey quickly …

11. When the fly came to his nose the third time the monkey …

12. The stone … the fly and broke …

13. The moral of the fable is: first … and then …

WORD LIST:

intention
намерение
silly thing
глупость
to mean well
иметь ввиду хорошее
to do good
делать добро
to do harm
приносить вред
to frighten
пугать
to keep away
отгонять
to send off
отгонять
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lead [li:d] led [led] led [led] BECTH
leap [li:p] leapt [lept] R leapt [lept] R npbIrath
learn [la:n] learnt [lant] R | learnt [la:nt] R YUUTBCS
leave [li:v] left [left] left [left] OCTaBJIATh, ye3XKaTh
lend [lend] lent [lent] lent [lent] J1aBaTh B3aiMbl
let [let] let [let] let [let] TO3BOJIAITh
lie [la1] lay [ler] lain [lein] JIeXaTh
light [lart] lit [Iit] R lit [lnt] 3a)KHTaTh, OCBELIATh
lose [lu:z] lost [lost] lost [lost] TEPATh
make [meik] made [merd] made [meid] JIe1aTh; 3aCTaBATh
may [mer] might [marit] - Mory
mean [mi:n] meant [ment] | meant [ment] 3HAYUTh, MOAPA3y-
MEBaTh
meet [mit] met [met] met [met] BCTpEYaTh
pay [pel] paid [peid] paid [peid] TUIATATH
put [put] put [put] put [put] KJacTh
read [ri:d] read [red] read [red] YUTATH
ride [raid] rode [roud] ridden [T1dn] €30UTh
ring [rin] rang [rep] rung [ran] 3BOHUTH
rise [raiz] rose [rouz] risen [Tizn] BCTaBaTh
run [ran] ran [ren] run [ran] Bexarb
saw [so] sawed [so:d] sawn [so:n] R TWIATH
say [ser] said [sed] said [sed] TOBOPHTb, CKa3aTh
see [si:] saw [so] seen [si:n] BHUIAETH
sell [sel] sold [sould] sold [sould] TPOLAaBaTh
send [send] sent [sent] sent [sent] MOCHUIATh
set [set] set [set] set [set] YCTaHAB/IMBATh
shake [feik] shook [fuk] shaken [fetkn] TPACTH
shall [f=l] should [fud]. — ToKeH
shed [fed] shed [fed] shed [fed] MIPOJIUBATh
shine [fain] shone [fon] shone [fon] CHSITh, CBETHTH
shoot [fu:t] shot [fot] shot [fot] CTpesisSiTh
show [fou] showed [foud] | shown [foun] TOKa3bIBaTh
shut [fat] shut [fat] shut [fat] 3aKpBIBATH
sing [smp] - sang [s&n} sung [sAn] neTh
sink [sipk] sank [s@pk] sunk [sank] OIyCKaTh(Cs1); TO-
HYTb
sit [sit] | sat [seet] sat [sa&t] CHIETH
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T
sleep [slip] slept [slept] slept {slept] CraTh
sow [sou] sowed [soud] sown [soun] R ceaTh
speak [spik] spoke [spouk} | spoken TOBOPHTH
['spoukn]
spell [spel] spelt [spelt] R | spelt [spelt] R nucath (POU3HO-
CUTB) CJIOBO 1O
BykBaM
spend [spend] | spent [spent] spent [spent] TPaTHTh, KCTOIIATH
spread [spred] | spread [spred] | spread [spred] PacnpoCTpaHsTh
spring [sprip] sprang sprung [sprap] NpbIraTh
[spraen]
stand [steend] stood [stud] stood [stud] CTOSITh
steal [stil] stole [stoul] stolen [‘stouln] KpacTh
stick [stik] stuck [stak] stuck [stak] JIMITHYTh
strike [strark] struck [strak] struck {strak] YAApSITh, IOPaXath;
stricken ['strikn] 6actoBath
strive [strarv] strove [strouv] | striven [strivn] CTPEMUTBCS
sweep [swip] swept [swept] swept [swept] MECTH
swim [swim] swam [swaem] | swum [swam] IUIaBaTh
swing [swip] swung [swan] swung [swan] Kadarb(csi)
take [terk] took [tuk] taken [tetkn] 6parh
teach [titf] taught [toit] taught [to:t] 00y4ath, Y9HTh
tear [tes] tore [to:] torn [to:n] pa3phiBaTh
tell [tel] told [tould] told [tould] PpaccKa3biBaTh; CO-
; obwarb
think [B1pk] thought [6a1t] | thought [Ba:t] AyMaTh
throw [Orou] threw [Oru:] thrown [Broun] | xumats, 6pocars
understand understood understood MOHUMATh
[Anda’stend] [anda'stud] [Anda'stud]
wear [wea] wore [wo] worn [won] | HocuTh
weave [wiv] wove [wouv] woven [wouvn] | TKarb
weep [wip] wept [wept] wept [wept] IUTaKaTh
will [wil] would [wud] — X0uy
win [win] won [wan] won [wan] BBIUTPEIBATD, 110~
| JIy4ath
write [rait] wrote [rout] written [Titn] nucaTh





	Выражения с глаголом to be
	Выражения с глаголом to get

	to be ill 
	– быть больным, болеть
	to get ill (to fall ill) 
	– заболеть

	to be well
	– быть здоровым
	to get well 
	– поправиться

	to be tired [taiəd] 
	– быть усталым
	to get tired 
	– устать

	to be thirsty [θə:sti] 
	– хотеть пить
	to get thirsty 
	– захотеть пить

	to be hungry 
	– быть голодным
	to get hungry 
	– проголодаться

	to be angry 
	– быть сердитым
	to get angry 
	– рассердиться

	to be married 
	– быть женатым (замуж)
	to get married 
	– пожениться (выйти замуж)

	to  be ready [´redi] 
	– быть готовым
	to get ready 
	– приготовиться

	to be surprised at 
	– удивляться
	to get surprised at 
	– удивиться

	to be interested in 
	– интересоваться
	to get interested in 
	– заинтересоваться

	to be pale 
	– быть бледным
	to get pale 
	– побледнеть

	to be worried 
	– волноваться
	to get worried 
	– заволноваться

	to be free 
	– быть свободным
	to get free 
	– освободиться

	to be cold 
	– мерзнуть
	to get cold 
	– замерзнуть

	to be old 
	– быть старым
	to get old 
	– постареть

	to be acquainted with 
	– быть знакомым
	to get acquainted with 
	– познакомиться
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